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The Narrative of Sefer Tehillim
According to the Contextual Interpretation

Online syllabus of 30 lectures

Lecture #4
* Tehillim 18 — structure
[l Samuel 22: its place in the book of Samuel
and analogies to other Biblical contexts
 Differences between the two texts (Abravanel)
» Tehillim 18 in the religious narrative of Unit 2
(Ps 15-24)
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Introductory Note: Who wrote Tehillim?

Book I1 Book II1

Revival

Introductory note

Who wrote Tehillim?




Introductory Note: Who wrote Tehillim?

Book I1 Book II1

King David’s teaching & Life Revival
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Song of Songs Raba Ch4 Ten people wrete said
the book of Tehillim: Adam, Abraham, Moses,
David, Solomon, the three sons of Kor

Baba Batra 14:
David wrote Tehillim by 10 wise men



http://biblewalks.com/Sites/DavidTomb.html

Tehillim 18 — Masterpiece of Biblical
Poetry (intertextuality)
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Chiasm XX.

[ )

A9Y' INT DTX2 - DTXD DT 9V

™

(1,'o wxm) (DTND NN QWY DD7X 07y 1D

( ( ( \ \ \

Whoever sheds the blood of man - by man shall his blood be shed;

For in His image did God make man: (Genesis 9,6)
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Mishna Menachot 6.3: All meal offerings ... How did he anoint them?
In the form of a “chi” (the letter X).




Chiastic Structure of
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21: The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness; s
according to the purity of my hands, He has requited me. R i

22: For | have kept the ways of the Lord and have not wickedly A

departed from my God. e ep pream ronbal b yem =

i R i fonnd e s
23: For all His judgements were before me, and | did not e s
dismiss His statutes. T e ke -
24: 1 was blameless with Him and | kept myself from iniquity. T e -
25: and the Lord requited me according to my righteousness, bmm“lﬂr:’: -

according to the purity of my hands in His eyes. e
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The Song of David — End of the
Book of Samuel (Il Samuel 22)
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A tower of victory is He to His king, who deals

graciously with His anointed one, with David and his

offspring forever.

Chana’s prayer before the start of the monarchy (I Samuel 2, 22) = basis for the song of the life of David (Il Samuel 22)

Chana’s prayer -the Opening of
the Book of Samuel (I Samuel 2)
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He will give power to His king and
increase the glory of His anointed one.

= basis for the future prayers for the Davidic dynasty (Psalm 18)



Psalm 18 = King David
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I will pursue my foes and will overtake them
J

Moses (Torah)
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The foe said: “l will pursue, | will overtake...”.
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The Torah of Moses is the basis for the Torah of David in the book of Psalms:
5 books, Mizmor 1 = God’s Torah (Midrash); David imitates Moshe’s Torah!



_omparison of Il Samuel 1l 22 < Tehillim 18

Don Yizchak Abravanel (1437-1508)

And when | think about this, the Book
of Psalms was composed by King
David, may he rest in peace, at the
end of his life to teach the meditator
and to arrange before him the prayers
that he wants to say and pray for in
times of distress, and compiled the
psalms which he said in the early days
of his troubles, so that the meditator
could use them when praying for his
own similar sorrows and calamities
which had come upon David
(commentary on |l Samuel 22).
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Psalm 18: Prayers for help in David’s prayer Book

Il Samuel 22: David’s thanksgiving in the song of his life
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Psalm 18: Later Aramaic Biblical Hebrew

Il Samuel 22: Older Biblical Hebrew

.(""wn) onni (Nt ,0" XAP) A7 NAARIE DAANNT JANRN - NN 2

(x',"n ;N0 ,"2A NI T - NMIX) :DRRN DN 122 DY D

 In parallel to his life, David wrote the Book of Psalms as book of prayers to guide the meditator

in how to pray (Don Isaac Abravanel)

» Ezrathe Scribe wrote the Book of Tehillim during the generation of the return to Zion according
to David’s prayers for his generation (Midrash Kohelet Raba)




Psalm 18: Adjustments for the Context of Tehillim

Il Samuel 22:
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First Temple = Il Samuel 22

David’s song
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Second Temple
= David’s prayer
= Psalms
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Paul Gustave Doré;
1832-1883
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15: 16: 17: 18: 19: 20-21: 22: 23: 24:
Entering the Faith and Lamentation | The Kingdom of « Creation The future |Lamentation Faith and Entering the
Temple: Trust in and Prayer David in the < Torah Davidic and Prayer Trust in Temple:
Basic moral God to God past * Redemption Kingdom to God God Those who
gualities (first Temple) (second Templd) seek God

from Israel



Unit II: Man’s virtues frame the unit (15-24) — Center: Worldview according to the Torah (19)
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King-Messiah

From the future
Davidic dynasty
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What characterizes Mizmor 24?

* The Tzadik sees himself as part of the God’s creation (the
world and all its inhabitants, 1-2)

* The Tzadik cares for the honor of God and receives a
response: God’s blessing, dialogue with God, opening of
the Temple gates and appearance of the King of Honor.

* The righteous psalmist is part of the righteous generation

* Repetitive use of verb forms n.s.a — the Tzadik makes a
difference (25,1)

19:
Creation
Torah

Redemption

King David
in the past

Mizmor 15
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Proper behavior precedes the Torah
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What characterizes Mizmor 15?

* The individual Tzadik scrupulously maintains good
personal virtues and merits to be close to God

* In Unit 1 (3-14), the wicked is described and at the
end, God is looking for the righteous “The Lord
looks down from heaven to see if... there is anyone
of understanding who seeks God” (14, 2)

= Ps 15: Repairing the integrity of the world

= Ps 16: Taking this to heart




Unit Il (Ps 15-24): Improvement of qualities and becoming closer to God and His Temple
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Qualities of one who is worthy of
living in the Temple: Honesty in
interpersonal relationships
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Blessings to one who walks in
the ways of God.
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’ The psalmist is surrounded by
enemies, yet merits God’s blessing
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David’s song of the life of
David (= Il Samuel 22)
PAST

King David
(I Samuel 22)
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* Observing nature
* Praise of God’s Torah

* Personal redemption 4
Redemption
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Prayer for the salvation \ijg
of the king and thanks .

. King from the
for his rescue FUTURE  payidic dynasty
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Saving of the individual from distress;
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23

God'’s salvation to the Jewish people

Faith in God, the shepherd of one
in trouble
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) Qualities of the individual and the
Jewish people who go up to the
) mountain of God and His revelatio
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Book 11

Book II1

King David’s teaching & Life
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Tehillim 18 — Masterpiece of Biblical
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Psalm 18 =

Il Samuel 22
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Prologue: Torah & Kingdom a-x
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Syllabus of 30 lectures (zoom, life, save onwww. tehillim.org. i)

Contextual Interpretation of Tehilm; Prologue (1-2)
The structure of Book | {1-41); Unit | {3-14) and 8 as its center

Cyclell (Tehilim 15-24) and 19 as itscenter
Tehilm 18 and Shmuel 11 22

Cyclelll (Tehilim 25-34)

Cycle IV [Tehilim 35-41)

Tehilm 40 and s imetextualily

structure & Story of Book 11-11I

Tehilm 42-43

Cwerview Tehilim 51-72

Tehilim 51

Tehilm 72

Asaf collection (50, 73-83)

2nd Bnei Korach collection (B4-88 Tehilm 73
Structure & Story of Book IV

Tehilim 90

Tehilim 82 The Book of Psalms
Tehilim 95-100 Interpretation &
Tehilm 102 Teachings
Tehilim 105-107 - tran=tion from Book NW-W

Structure & Story of Book WV 30 [eCtureS

Tehilim 107 - sructure & context

Tehilm 111-112, comparisonto Tehilim 1-119

Ezyptian Halkel {113-118) and the Great Hallel {135-136)
Tehilim 119 - structure and context

Tehilm 120-134 shirei hamaalot structure & story
Tehilm 137 and the ket Psalter of David (138-145)
Tehilm 145 and Pesukei defimra (146-150)

Summary - Tehilm asarelgious journey

Online

www.tehillim.org.il



Summary

* Tehillim 18 — structure

[l Shmuel 22 — its place in the book of Samuel and analogies
to other Biblical contexts

* Differences between the two texts (Abravanel)

* Tehillim 18 in the religious narrative of Unit 2 (Ps 15-24)

www.tehillim.org.il

Beni.gesundheit@tehillim.org.il
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