This shiur is dedicated by Tina and Shalom Lamm l'illui nishmat Tina’s father, Mr. Mike Senders, z”’l, Yitzchak Meir ben
HaRav Tzvi Aryeh v’Esther Bayla, whose 1st yahrzeit is next month. “Tefillah was the anchor of my father’s life, and he
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was in constant dialogue with HKBH. He would have loved this shiur!”
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David Hamelech, the Amidah, and the Politics of Jewish Redemption
Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Herzog College
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Josephus Flavius, Antiquities of the Jews 7:4:4

Now when the king saw that his affairs grew better almost every day, by the will of God, he thought he should
offend him, if, while he himself continued in houses made of cedar, such as were of a great height, and had the
most curious works of architecture in them, he should overlook the ark while it was laid in a tabernacle, and
was desirous to build a temple to God, as Moses had predicted such a temple should be built. And when he had
discoursed with Nathan the prophet about these things, and had been encouraged by him to do whatsoever he
had a mind to do, as having God with him, and his helper in all things, he was thereupon the more ready to set
about that building. But God appeared to Nathan that very night, and commanded him to say to David, that he
took his purpose and his desires kindly, since nobody had before now taken it into their head to build him a
temple, although upon his having such a notion he would not permit him to build him that temple, because he
had made many wars, and was defiled with the slaughter of his enemies; that, however, after his death, in his
old age, and when he had lived a long life, there should be a temple built by a son of his, who should take the
kingdom after him, and should be called Solomon, whom he promised to provide for, as a father provides for
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his son, by preserving the kingdom for his son's posterity, and delivering it to them; but that he would still
punish him, if he sinned, with diseases and barrenness of land.
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Commentary on Divrei Hayamim, by Sarah Yafet (Am Oved) — translated by Claude Al

"On the basis of this theological assumption, David's problematic situation reveals itself as the tragedy of his
life. From whatever angle one views it — rationalist-historical or theological — David's wars were the wars of
the Lord; David went out to his wars by God's command, with His explicit blessing and help, and we cannot
accept the harmonistic claim that David 'shed innocent blood.' Moreover, through these wars the state of
'peace and quiet' (v. 9) was achieved, along with the 'rest' necessary for building the Temple. And even though
the power of absolute principles is stronger than any logic — to the extent that these wars were necessary to
fulfill the divine plans for Israel — the objective fact remains, in the matter that David 'shed blood,' that
according to the author of Chronicles, this was the paradoxical and tragic flaw in David."
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