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1. Bamidbar Rabba 22 a"a awianannaTnal.
You find similarly with the children of Gad and the children of Reuben, DMWY 'Y, [AINT 12220 T2 1122 NXIR NNN DI
who were wealthy and they had considerable livestock. But they loved DNY? 12W' DINN NN 12201 21TA NApn DN? 'l
their money and settled themselves outside of the Land of Israel. That ,0'0DAWN 221 N7'NN 172 72'97 ,28 W yarn yin
is why they were exiled first among all the tribes, as it is stated: “He NN NN 28NW PR WY - 1" RYT - INY
exiled the Reubenite, the Gadite, and half the tribe of Manasseh” (I D72'11IWN 171 10179 N7AN NN NREIIWR 171 719
Chronicles 5:26). What caused this for them? It is because they N7N7 DN NWIN LAY 'XNY1 A1 AINYY
separated themselves from their brethren because of their assets. |n DNXY IWNan 2V ?0n% 02 MitLiani
From where is it derived? It is from what is written in the Torah: “The — NINA 2NIY NNN ?["1n .02'"p 2'awa DN'NN
children of Reuben [and the children of Gad] had much livestock...” TN DINY TA 1291 AN 1227 A2 napnt”
2. Rashi 32:16 1'v proa "'wn .2
N9 113N N121 They paid more regard to their property than to their sons ANI' DN 2V 1N oon" - na 111pn? n11a"
and daughters, because they mentioned their cattle before their children. NN DADLY7 DNIPN IN'TPNY DNMI2A DNNaN
Moses said to them, “Not so! Prioritise the important and make the 122 790 29001 P'W IP'UN 1YWY |2 X7 nwn 0ONY
secondary thing subordinate. First build cities for your little ones and DJINX7 NINTA 72 INNI D292 0NV N%7NN 03%

afterwards enclosures for your flocks” (v. 24) (Tanchuma, Matot 7).

3. Abarbanel 3111aN .3
a. Motivation: These tribes were moved to this matter because 19% DN DTN 12T? DI 178 NMIVNN DNXADIN
i. they desired to be shepherds — it was their occupation more than NAIANN NN D RY 'WN DN DW91 Npwny
other tribes. Since God had given them victory over the territories [of [1'2 XN YINDL ... D'DAWN INWIAN INIT DDA NN
Sihon and Og] they concluded that it was for the purpose of Israel T2 X' PA0 'R 7KW NTY 1197 NNIK ' ndnw
inheriting it; otherwise; why else would God have struck it before the 111 1297 NNIX NN NNY7 |2 X798 N DnY
Children of Israel? Since it is a land for livestock, and "your servants NTNMI D'NWN NI 117 D'IN NY L. 9N
have livestock," it followed that it would be appropriate for them - nmeny
“min hashamayim”! NN 199 NI INK DYD Tl [AIRY? DNY? N1 WaNI
ii. The "Honor" Factor: It is possible to suggest another motive: Since NIN1II N1I22N 13NN N72D1IW AR APV 11D AR
Reuben was the firstborn of Jacob and the birthright had passed to I'NN DV NAWY Y 1221 ATIN' NIN1 n217nal qoiy
Joseph and the kingship was to Judah, he saw it a mark of shame that 0% ANt .1NN DMWY 1 1?wWNR'W 17 X'\D NN 1D
he be ruled by those younger than him. Therefore, he chose an MY AR 281 TT2 N2 NAW? T2 1avn 1%
inheritance for himself across the Jordan to dwell secure and alone, INN NNAY N97T |2 NN '97 TA 1NV 12NN IN2awI
so that he would not have to see his own misfortune and lowliness. D'NN DN I'N 1D JAINT 121 T2 12 DUD NTEHI2ATA
... ITANN N7

b. Moses Listens and Clarifies:
Moses our Teacher... did not rebuke them immediately. He remained AN A'Ypn nwn
silent until they had fully revealed and clarified their request. When they 172w TV PNWI T'N DN WA N2 ... 0"V nanl
saw that Moses remained silent... that which they had previously asked INT TN] NNNTDNWPAL MPNY TIV N2
only by hint, they were now forced to ask clearly... with another 2INY7 12IXIN TN INI7RWY NN... YN YUY
statement and different speech. Once they revealed the true intentof ... NN AT NINN N'ANR... 102 12T ININ
their request, Moses our Teacher replied: "Shall your brothers go to war N"VU7n DA'wn TN DNZXW2A DN 172 DN WKL
while you sit here?" .. N9 1AWN DNNINNN71AY7 INIAY D2'NND
Moses Thinks: [It must be] one of two things: .0"MAT 'An TNR_AWIN NN
1. Either you thought the Land of Canaan was bad—a land that devours N722INI NYT [V IR NN'NY DNAwN OX .1
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its inhabitants—and therefore you wish to flee from it.
2. Or, you feared the Canaanites and the strength of their cities, and
thus you are afraid of their wars.

c. Did Moses Not Understand?
Now, the children of Gad and Reuben were seized with fear and

trembling by the words of Moses our Teacher (peace be upon him). They
wished to tell him that, despite his great Torah wisdom, he had
misunderstood their intention. When they said, "Do not bring us across
the Jordan," they did not mean they wouldn't go there with their
brothers; they only meant it regarding the inheritance—that he should
not bring them there to settle in the land. Out of respect for him, they
approached him to whisper in his ear: "Our lord, you did not understand
our words or our intent." This is the meaning of "And they drew near"

d. The Resolution:
Behold, Moses our Teacher replied: “I do not know if you are speaking

and vowing what you have said in truth and sincerity, or if it is a vain
deception and a lie.” He first rebuked them because they did not speak
properly when they said, “We will arm ourselves before the children of
Israel.” To this, he said: “If you do this thing in its entirety... then this land
shall be your possession before the Lord” — meaning, under His Divine

Providence, just like the Holy Land itself....

Because the children of Gad and Reuben said all this to Moses in a
whisper, close to his ear so that no one else would hear Moses feared
that after his death they might deny what they had said. For this reason,
he commanded the matter in their presence to Eleazar, Joshua, and the
elders, informing them of the condition he made with these tribes
regarding their crossing over for the war.
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The Harvard Principles of Negotiation. [Getting to “Yes” — by Roger Fisher and William Ury]

1. Separate the people from the problem: Personal feelings and relationships should not

interfere with the negotiation process. It's crucial to address the substantive issues while
acknowledging and respecting the emotions and perceptions of all parties involved.

2. Focus on interests, not positions: Instead of getting stuck on stated demands (positions),

focus on the underlying needs and motivations (interests) of all parties. Understanding these

interests can lead to more creative solutions that satisfy everyone's needs.

3. Generate options for mutual gain: This involves brainstorming potential solutions that could

benefit all parties involved. It encourages a shift from a competitive mindset to a collaborative
one, where the goal is to find solutions that expand the pie rather than simply dividing it.

4. Insist on objective criteria: When evaluating potential agreements, rely on fair and impartial

standards rather than subjective preferences or power dynamics. This could include market

value, expert opinions, or legal precedents.
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