This shiur is dedicated in memory of Tom Weisz, z'l, Moshe Meir ben Avraham haKohen v'Rivka Rachel
by his wife, Shelli and family. His dedication to Torah learning remains our inspiration
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When Politics & Religion Clash
From Yerovam to Yirmiyahu

Menachem Leibtag mleibtag@gmail.com - (5”R37 N2N2) NXINH DY

I. Yerovam's Religious Reform for Political reasons
Melachim Alef 12:25-33 & then see 13:1-10 / compare with Shmot 32 & Bamidbar 16
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II. The key events during Yirmiyahu's 40 years of prophecy [18+11+11]
Yoshiyahu — [From Year 13 of his reign untill his death in Year 31] - 18 years

Year 13 - National teshuva begins [based on Il DH 34:1-8] / Ashur falls

Year 18 - Renovation of Temple; when they find the 'sefer torah' (Il DH 34:8-35:18)

Year 31 - Yoshiyahu's tragic death at Megiddo, fighting Pharaoh Necho (DH 35:19-26)

[Yehoyakim becomes King with support of Pharaoh Necho ]

Yehoyakim — leaves God, aligns himself with Egypt, rebels against Bavel — 11 years

Year 4 - Nebuchadnezzar, King of Bavel, begins conquest of Middle East (Yirm 25:1

Year 8 — rebellion again Bavel, after three years of servitude (Il Kings 24:1)

Year 11 -Nebuchadnezzar defeats Jerusalem, [King dies]; ‘aristocracy ‘ is exile

Including King Yehoyachin (son of Yehoyakim), after 3 mos. reign (Il Kings 24:8-17)

Tzidkiyahu — [appointed by Bavel, on condition of subservience] - 11 years

Year 4 — plans rebellion against Bavel, which begins the next year (Yirm 28:1-5)

Year 11 — Temple & Jerusalem destroyed, People exiled (Il Kings chapter 25)
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II. The RELIGIOUS ISSUE
A. Ritual vs. Social Justice - Yirmiyahu chapter 7 [early reign of Yehoyakim]
'last call' for proper repentance, based on chapter 26 parallel
Other examples: 2:8, 3:21 thru 4:8; 6:13-20
B. The decree of '70 years' of Bavel - chapter 25
An‘irreversible’ decree / turning point in Yirmiyahu's prophecy
C. Staying in the Land, after the decree / based on 22:1-5; 23:5-8

IIT. The POLITICAL ISSUE [& the Clash with the ‘false prophets']
A. The decree to accept Babylonian rule / chapter 25:1-13
B. The ‘international coalition' to fight Bavel / chapter 27
C. Yirmiyahu's yoke/ & hence 'military advice' / based on chapter 21
D. The 'showdown’ with fellow prophet Chananya / chapter 28
E. Yirmiyahu's troublesome correspondence with Babylonian Exile/ chp. 29
F. The ‘false prophets’ fight back 29:24-32; in light of 14:11-18 & 23:14-22

IV. The strange & confusing chronology of Sefer Yirmiyahu [explained!]
A. Rebuke of Am Yisrael - chapters 1 thru 20
chapters 1 - "Nevuat hakdasha" - The navi is appointed!
chapters 2 - 10 / Rebuke/ final warning/ the "megillat sefer"?
2-6 / from time period of Yoshiyahu
7-10 / from time period of Yehoyakim
chapters 11 - 20 / Misc. units of rebuke w/o "headers'

B. Rebuke of the leaders of Am Yisrael - chapters 21 thru 29
[in this unit, each section has 'dated’ header, and is politically charged!]

chapters 21 - join the enemy - order to survive
22->23 / rebuke of the Kings - house of David
followed by rebuke of prophets and priests
chapter 24 - / between Bavel & Jerusalem - where is the future?
chapters 25-29 / The decree of 70 years & its implications
C. Nevuot of "nechama" [redemption] chapters 30-34
D. '‘Burning books’ -The story that explains the book's framework
chapter 36 -Yirmiyahu writes the 'megillat sefer' & Yehoyakim burns it
And then told fo 're-publish
E. Story of the Destruction - chapters 37 thru 45
[Similar in style to Sefer Melachim- Prophecies fulfilled]
F. Nevuot for the 'other nations' - chapters 46-51
[the other nations who will be punished via Bavel]
G. Epilogue - story of the destruction - chapter 52
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