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Rab said: All the predestined dates [for redemption] have passed, and the matter o 5595 77n PNYPYPA 99 199 137 N

[now] depends only on repentance and good deeds. But Samuel maintained: it is
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sufficient for a mourner to keep his [period of] mourning.2 This matter is
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disputed by Tannaim: R. Eliezer said: if Israel repent, they will be redeemed; if not,
they will not be redeemed. R. Joshua said to him, if they do not repent, will they PN - IRD DR)LPOND - NWD PUIY ORI
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repentance, and he will thus bring them back to the right path. AWN PYIY IRIWN N0 MVYP PIINHY TN
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2. Rashi Devarim 30:3

The Lord, your God, will bring back your exiles: Scripture should have written,
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[the simple conjugation of the verb] here, that the Shechinah resides among Israel, 91225 NPIWNY ININ ITHY 1M, TMIAY NN
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as it were, in all the misery of their exile, and when the Jews are redeemed God 2NN PONNIVYIY, DMV NN IR DY MY

decrees redemption for Himself and will return together with them. DNHY 2 NINY 18y NN
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4. Sefat Emmet [N7990] MV - NHYa NYID NHN NV .4
The Exodus from Egypt was a miracle —a huge leap without DINN NNXONOY PIYN DYV 977 115 129w 772 N 72T
intermediate stages — and hence it was only temporary. God wished AN WA PINTY YWY NI . AXNTHA KOW D) 1O

that the redemption remain in the essence of Israel ... so that it YOIR 991 TN W NI 191 .INIW MINYI N N9IND
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remain in his heart even in times of God's withdrawal. Hence He
commanded that (Israel) they go back and raise themselves up. Hence
"They [Israel] cried [at the Red Sea]." One may ask: after they saw
God's infinite miracles [in Egypt] why did they despair (at the Red
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5. Rambam. Hilchot Teshuva 7:5

All the prophets commanded [the people] to repent. Israel will only be redeemed

through Teshuvah.

The Torah has already promised that, ultimately, Israel will repent towards the

end of her exile and, immediately, she will be redeemed as [Deuteronomy 30:1-3]

states: "There shall come a time when [you will experience] all these things... and N TY NAYY N D02TN DD POY IND M PN

you will return to God, your Lord.... God, your Lord, will bring back your
[captivity].”

6. Sanhedrin 98a

R. Joshua b. Levi met Elijah standing by the entrance of R. Simeon b. Yohai's

cave ... He then asked him, 'When will the Messiah come?' — 'Go and ask
him himself,' was his reply. 'Where is he sitting?' — 'At the gateway of
Rome.” And by what sign may | recognise him?' — 'He is sitting among the
poor lepers: all of them untie their bandages all at once, and rebandage
them together, whereas he unties and rebandages each separately, thinking,
should | be wanted, [it being time for my appearance as the Messiah] | must
not be delayed [through having to bandage a number of sores].' So he went
to him and greeted him, saying, 'peace upon thee, Master and Teacher.'
'peace upon thee, O son of Levi,' he replied. 'When will you come Master?'
asked he, 'To-day', was his answer. On his returning to Elijah, the latter
enquired, 'What did he say to thee?' .... 'He spoke falsely to me,' he rejoined,
'stating that he would come to-day, but has not.' He [Elijah] answered him,
'This is what he said to thee, “Today, if you will hear his voice”

R. Johanan also said: The son of David will come only in a generation that is
either altogether righteous or altogether wicked. 'in a generation that is
altogether righteous,' — as it is written, Thy people also shall be all
righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever.22 'Or altogether wicked,' — as
it is written, And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there
was no intercessor; and it is [elsewhere] written, For mine own sake, even
for mine own sake, will | do it.22

R. Alexandri said: R. Joshua b. Levi pointed out a contradiction. it is written,
in its time [will the Messiah come], whilst it is also written, | [the Lord] will
hasten it!33 — if they are worthy, | will hasten it: if not, [he will come] at the
due time.

R. Alexandri said: R. Joshua opposed two verses: it is written, And behold,
one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven2* whilst [elsewhere]
it is written, [behold, thy king cometh unto thee ... ] lowly, and riding upon
an ass!® — if they are meritorious, [he will come] with the clouds of
heaven;2 if not, lowly and riding upon an ass
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8. Rabbi Sharon Shalom. Op-Ed — July 3, 2019 “My Brothers. Beware of Despair!”

We returned to Israel as a result of our yearning for Jerusalem, not because we were fleeing exile. My late grandfather, a leader
and a scholar, would sit under a tree in our Ethiopian village and speak of his dream of coming to Jerusalem, quoting the books
of the prophets: “Therefore say to the Israelites... For | will take you out of the

nations; | will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land...”

Once | asked him: “Grandfather, when will all this happen?” And he answered: “Right now... soon”. Later | understood that his
grandfather too had given him the same answer: “Right now... soon”, and in each generation a grandfather had promised his

’u

grandson: “Right now... ‘soon’ “, time and again for 2,500 years
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10. Rambam Mishneh Torah. Laws of Kings, ch.12

#2. Regarding all these matters and similar, no one knows how it will be until it will be. For these matters were
unclear to the Prophets. Even the Sages themselves did not have a Tradition regarding these matters and only
could attempt to understand the verses. Thus, there were disagreements in these matters. Nevertheless,
neither the order that these events will occur nor their details are fundamental to the religion. Thus, a person
must never busy himself with the Aggadohs and not dwell on the Midrashim regarding these matters or similar

issues. He must not make them dogmal2L. For these do not result in either love (for G-d) nor fear (of sin).
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