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Her Cry, Our Call: Theological Reflections on Jerusalem’s Voice in Eichah:

Y aelleibowitz@gmail.com

Lamentations hardly needs interpretation for peoples who live in the ruins of destroyed cities, whose societies
are decimated by genocide, or who barely subsist in the face of famine and poverty. ( Kathleen O’Connor,
Lamentations and the Tears of the World)
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My eyes shed streams of water Over the ruin of my poor people.
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Her elect were purer than snow, Whiter than milk...Now their faces are blacker than soot, They are not
recognized in the streets; Their skin has shriveled on their bones, It has become dry as wood.
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Better off were the slain of the sword Than those slain by famine, Who pined away, [as though] wounded, For
lack of the fruits of the field
Our pursuers were swifter Than the eagles in the sky; They chased us in the mountains, Lay in wait for us in the
wilderness.
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Our heritage has passed to aliens, Our homes to strangers. We have become orphans, fatherless; Our mothers
are like widows.
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They have ravished women in Zion, Maidens in the towns of Judah. Princes have been hanged by them;
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The old men are gone from the gate, The young men from their music. Gone is the joy of our hearts; Our
dancing is turned into mourning.
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The crown has fallen from our head; Woe to us that we have sinned!
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