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T'yun Y ma iy me

(187 "on Myw )Yehuda. The Making of a Leader
(www.alexisrael.org) YR’ DR

1. Rashi 38:25

and she sent to her father-in-law: She did not want to embarrass
him and say, “From you | am pregnant,” but, “From the man to
whom these belong.” She said, “If he confesses by himself, let him
confess, and if not, let them burn me, but | will not embarrass him.”
From this the Rabbis said: “It is better for a person to be cast into a
fiery furnace than to embarrass their fellow in public.”

2. Rashi 38:1

It came about at that time: Why was this section placed here, where
it interrupts the section dealing with Joseph? To teach us that
Judah’s brothers demoted him from his “high position” when they
saw their father’s distress [after Joseph’s sale}. They said, “You told
us to sell him. Had you said to send him back home, we would have
obeyed you.”

3. Bereshit/Genesis 46

These are the names of the Israelites, Jacob and his descendants,
who came to Egypt.

Jacob’s first-born Reuben; °Reuben’s sons: Enoch, Pallu, Hezron,
and Carmi...*!Judah’s sons: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah—but
Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan; and Perez’s sons were
Hezron and Hamul. ...Thus the total of Jacob’s household who
came to Egypt was seventy persons.

4. lbn Ezra

At that time Judah left his brothers: This was not at the time that
Yoseph was sold, but rather, it preceded his sale... Why is this
episode mentioned in this particular place? To create a distinction
between the “acts of Joseph” with his master’s wife, and the actions
of his brother. ...I need to explain this because from the day that
Joseph’s sale until the [family’s] descent to Egypt, there is only 22
years. And Onan, Yehuda’s second son, grew until he was physically
mature, no less than age twelve, then “the long time” followed by
Tamar’s pregnancy, Peretz’s birth, and he arrived in Egypt with 2
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5. Hizkuni
Event Year Total
Pregnancy of Er 1 1
Onan 1 2
Shelah 1 3
Onan marries Tamar Eris7 8
Er dies 9
Onan comes “of age” 10
Judah tells her to “sit in
your father’s house.”
“A long time” 11
Tamar gives birth to 12
Peretz and Zerah
Waits 7 years 19
Pregnancy with Hezron 20
Pregnancy of Hamoul 21
Birth of Hamoul 22
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6. Rashi 38:23

Behold, | sent this kid: Since Judah had deceived his father with the kid in
whose blood he immersed Joseph’s coat, he too was deceived with a kid.

[From Gen. Rabbah 85:9]

7. Bereshit Rabba, #84

And they sent the striped coat... “recognize the coat of your son!”. Said
Rebbi Yohanan, ‘Hashem to Yehuda, “you said to your father ‘recognise

22

this’, but your life you shall also hear ‘recognise this’

8. Bereshit Rabba #85

Why are the episodes juxtaposed? Rabbi Elazar says: To link “descent” to
“descent”. Rabbi Yochana says: to link “recognize” to “recognize”.
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9. Bereshit ch.42-43
As they were emptying their sacks, there, in each one's sack, was his

money-bag! When they and their father saw their money-bags, they were
dismayed. 36 Their father Jacob said to them, "It is me that you bereave:
Joseph is no more and Simeon is no more, and now you would take away
Benjamin. These things all happen to me!" 3’ Then Reuben said to his
father, "You may kill my two sons if | do not bring him back to you. Put him
in my care, and | will return him to you."

10. Rashi 38:7

was evil in the eyes of the Lord: [His evil was] like the evil of Onan, viz. that
he wasted his semen, as it is written in connection with Onan: “and He put
him to death also,” meaning that, as Er’s death, so was Onan’s death. Now,
why should Er waste his semen? So that she (Tamar) would not become
pregnant and her beauty be impaired. [From Yev. 34b]

11. Shemot 22:9-12

When a man gives to another an ass, an ox, a sheep or any other animal
to guard, and it dies or is injured or is carried off, with no witness about,
103n oath before the Lord shall decide between the two of them that the
one has not laid hands on the property of the other; the owner must
acquiesce, and no restitution shall be made. 'But if [the animal] was
stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its owner. *?If it was torn by
beasts, he shall bring it as evidence; he need not replace what has been
torn by beasts.
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