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A Rabbinic Reading of Shaul: The Binyaminite Hero
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Raba b. Hinena the elder further said in the name of Rab: If one commits a sin and is
ashamed of it, all his sins are forgiven him, as it says, That thou mayest remember and be
confounded, and never open thy mouth any more, because of thy shame; when I have
forgiven thee all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God. Perhaps with a whole
congregation the case is different? — Rather [we derive it] from here: And Samuel said
to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me to bring me up? And Saul answered, [ am sore
distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and
answereth me no more, neither by prophets nor by dreams; therefore I called thee that
thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. But he does not mention the Urim and
Thummim because he had killed all [the people of] Nob, the city of the priests. And how
do we know that Heaven had forgiven him? — Because it says, And Samuel said ...
Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me, and R. Johanan said: 'With me means, in
my compartment [in Paradise]. The Rabbis say [we learn it] from here: We will hang
them up unto the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the Lord. A divine voice came
forth and proclaimed: The chosen of the Lord.
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And he bade to kill thee, but he spared thee. 'And he bade'! It should be, 'And I bade'!
'And he spared'! It should be, 'And I spared'! R. Eleazar said: David said to Saul:
According to the law, you deserve to be slain, since you are a pursuer, and the Torah has
said, If one comes to kill your rise and kill him first. But the modesty which you have
shown has caused you to be spared. What is this? As it is written: And he came to the
fences by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in le-hasek fto cover his feet]. It
has been taught: There was a fence within a fence, and a cave within a cave. R. Eleazar
says: It [the word le-hasek] teaches that he covered himself like a booth [sukkah].
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Our Rabbis taught: There were seven over whom the worms had no dominion, namely,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses, Aaron and Miriam, and Benjamin son of Jacob...

Benjamin son of Jacob, because it is written in connection with him, And to Benjamin he
said, The beloved of the Lord, he shall dwell thereon in safety.
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Four died through the counsel of the serpent, namely, Benjamin son of Jacob, Amram the
father of Moses, Jesse the father of David, and Kilab the son of David.
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Shaul only merited the monarchy because of his humility as it says: 'lest my father leave
caring for the asses, and become anxious concerning us,' he equated his servant to
himself.
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‘Shaul was a year old when he reigned,” Rav Huna said he was like a one year old in that
he never tasted the taste of sin. ..
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As it has been taught: R. Meir said: When the Israelites stood by the Red Sea, the tribes
strove with one another, each wishing to descend into the sea first. Then sprang forward
the tribe of Benjamin and descended first into the sea; as it is said: There is little
Benjamin their ruler! — read not rodem [their ruler] but rad yam [descended into the
sea]. Thereupon the princes of Judah hurled stones at them; as it is said: The princes of

Judah their council. For that reason the righteous Benjamin was worthy to become the
host of the All-Powerful...
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