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Is God a Judge, an Enemy or a Source of a Faith?
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"Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi, asks: Why were they called the Men of the
Great Assembly? - Because they restored the crown of the Divine
Attributes to its former glory.

Moses said, ‘The great G-d, the Mighty, and the Awesome.’ (Devarim
10:17)

Jeremiah (32:18) came and said, 'Gentiles are destroying His Temple.
Where is His Awesomeness?' Hence he omitted the term ‘Awesome.’
Daniel (9:4) came and said, 'Gentiles are enslaving His sons. Where is
His Mightiness?' Hence he omitted the term Mighty.

They (the Great Assembly) came and said, 'On the contrary! Therein
lie His mighty deeds: that He suppresses His wrath, that He extends
His patience to the wicked.

Therein lie His awesome powers: but for the awe of Him, how could
one nation (Israel) persist among the (many) nations?'

These Rabbis — how could they uproot a law that was instituted by
Moshe?

Rabbi Elazar said: Since they recognize God as being true, they
refused to attribute falsehood to Him. (B.T. Yoma 69b)"
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"YOU said - 'l will be abundantly good to
youl t

And | and your people will be exceptional’
SO WHY do criminals defile your name;

And you did not pour your anger upon
them?
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- ...YOU abandoned and rejected every
nation

To take one nation from amongst the
nations;

SO WHY did you swiftly send a nations to
my land;

Who said: Let us destroy them so that
they cease to be a nation.
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...YOU fixed a place for your Presence to
dwell

This mountain that your hands
established,
SO WHY have you thrown aside the place
of Your splendour,
And have defiled the throne of your glory.”

Kinna recited on night of Tisha B'Av
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