The Character of Prayer

Dr. Deborah Geller

Eliyahu — Prayer for the Individual (I Kgs 17:17-24)
1. Devarim Rabbah 2:1
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... Rabbi Yochanan said there are ten types of speech that are called prayer, and these are they:
crying out, shouting, groaning, singing, whispering, crying, a broken heart, supplication, and
beseeching...Whispering and calling out, as it is said, 'In my distress, I called upon the Lord'
(Psalms 18:7). ...

Eliyahu — Prayer for the Nation (I Kgs 18:15-39)

2. Hirsch, Genesis, p. 116-7
' awa R9p literally: to call in the name of God, i.e. to summon people in the name of God, to
challenge them in the name of God... its object ... the recognition, i.e. the devotion and
submission to the Divine Will...

3. Comparison of Eliyahu’s prayers:

Prayer for the Individual (ch. 17) | Prayer for the Nation (ch. 18)
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Elisha — Prayer for the Individual (II Kgs 4:8-37)
4. The nature of Elisha’s prayer
a. Ralbag on II Kings 4:33
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Meaning that there was no one in the house except the two of them, for

he did not want anyone there so that his prayer could be more perfect...
b. Radak on Psalms 101:2
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One who thinks about a matter with his full heart paces back and forth in his
home.

c. Haamek Davar on Genesis 35:13
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And God went up from him in the place where He spoke with him. ...
for one who is immersed in Aithodedut (a meditative state of prayer) paces
back and forth. As it says with Elisha (Il Kgs 4) “And he paced back and
forth in the house...”

5. Hirsch, Genesis p., 347

“Boonm means: To take the element of God’s Truth, make it penetrate all phases and
conditions of our being and our life... Jewish 1990 is, accordingly, the most complete
contrast to what is generally called “prayer”. It is not an outflowing from within... but it
is a renewed intake and penetration of truth which come from outside.”

Elisha — Prayer for the Community (IT Kgs 6:8-23)
6. What is 210?
a. Rashi on II Kings 6:18
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With blindness. A sickness of confusion; one sees, yet does not know what he
sees.
b. Metzudat David on II Kings 6:18
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With blindness. This is the absence of true sight and understanding...

Chizkiyahu — Prayer for the Nation (II Kgs 19)

7.

(15) And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD and said, P-1-P=" °38% 3P Yeenn()
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of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth.
(16) Incline Your ear, O LORD and
Your eyes, O LORD and

17) True, O LORD
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Chizkiyahu — Prayer for the Individual (II Kgs 20:1-6)
8. Berachot 10a
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What is the meaning of you will die and you will not live? This repetition means: You
will die in this world, and you will not live, you will have no share, in the World-to-
Come. Hezekiah said to him: What is all of this? For what transgression am I being
punished?

Isaiah said to him: Because you did not marry and engage in procreation.

Hezekiah apologized and said: I had no children because I envisaged through divine
inspiration that the children that emerge from me will not be virtuous. Hezekiah meant
that he had seen that his children were destined to be evil. In fact, his son Menashe sinned
extensively, and he thought it preferable to have no children at all. Isaiah said to him:
Why do you involve yourself with the secrets of the Holy One, Blessed be He? That
which you have been commanded, the mitzva of procreation, you are required to perform,
and that which is acceptable in the eyes of the Holy One, Blessed be He, let Him perform,
as He has so decided.

9. Radak on II Kgs 20:2
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In order to direct his heart in prayer

10. When did Chizkiyahu get sick and pray?
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b. TN R 7211 (20:6)
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e. Rashi on II Kgs 20:1
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In those days. [This occurred] three days before Sancheiriv's downfall.

f.
Prayer for the Individual (ch. 20) Prayer for the Nation (ch. 19)
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Daniel — Prayer for the Individual (Dan 2:17-24)
11. Daniel 2:17-24
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(17) Then Daniel went to his house and informed his companions, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, of the matter, (18) that they might implore the God of Heaven for help
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regarding this mystery, so that Daniel and his colleagues would not be put to death
together with the other wise men of Babylon. (19) The mystery was revealed to Daniel in
a night vision; then Daniel blessed the God of Heaven. (20) Daniel spoke up and said:
“Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power are His.

(21) He changes times and seasons, Removes kings and installs kings;

He gives the wise their wisdom ,And knowledge to those who know.

(22) He reveals deep and hidden things, Knows what is in the darkness,

And light dwells with Him. (23) I acknowledge and praise You,

O God of my fathers, You who have given me wisdom and power, For now You have let
me know what we asked of You; You have let us know what concerns the king.” (24)
Thereupon Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to do away with the
wise men of Babylon; he came and said to him as follows, “Do not do away with the wise
men of Babylon; bring me to the king and I will tell the king the meaning!”

Daniel — Prayer for the Nation (6:11; 9:1-19)
12. Daniel 6:11
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(11) When Daniel learned that it had been put in writing, he went to his house, in whose
upper chamber he had had windows made facing Jerusalem, and three times a day he
knelt down, prayed, and made confession to his God, as he had always done.

13. Jeremiah 29:10-14
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(10) For thus said GOD: When Babylon’s seventy years are over, [ will take note of
you, and I will fulfill to you My promise of favor—to bring you back to this place.
(11) For I am mindful of the plans I have made concerning you—declares GOD
——plans for your welfare, not for disaster, to give you a hopeful future. (12) When
you call Me, and come and pray to Me, I will give heed to you. (13) You will search
for Me and find Me, if only you seek Me wholeheartedly. (14) I will be at hand for
you—declares GOD —and I will restore your fortunes. And I will gather you from all
the nations and from all the places to which I have banished you—declares GOD
—and I will bring you back to the place from which I have exiled you.

14. Jeremiah 7:16
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(16) As for you, do not pray for this people, do not raise a cry of prayer on their behalf,
do not plead with Me; for I will not listen to you.

15. 1annKY/o nInn
a. Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, vol. 16, p. 650




“o 1minn ...a supplication for mercy or favor — not a formal prayer on a

specific occasion, but an expression issuing from an anguished spirit...
b. Hirsch, Deut., p. 37

“9ImNR - ... to make [ones]self worthy of concession [by God]... Itis a

reflexive action on one’s own inner self in connection with God ...”

16. Daniel’s prayer in light of Solomon’s prayer
Daniel, chapter 9
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17. A look towards personalizing the liturgy
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18. Pirkei Avot 2:13

D' R9R VAP 0950 Wyn HR 99901 ARRYII .9DR VW DROIPA 0T 1T ,00IR 1R 020 ()
9R) .7Y27 2V OO TR0 20 2°OR TR KT DN PI0 03 (2 9R) MaRIY X0 T2 0ipnd *10% oo
APYY *102 YW I




(13) Rabbi Shimon said: Be careful with the reading of Shema and the prayer, And when
you pray, do not make your prayer something automatic, but a plea for compassion
before God, for it is said: “for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger,
abounding in kindness, and renouncing punishment” (Joel 2:13); And be not wicked in
your own esteem.

In Conclusion...

19. Heschel, On Prayer
I pray because I am unable to pray...
Prayer must pervade as a climate of living, and all our acts must be carried out as variations on
the theme of prayer...
Every one of us is a cantor; everyone of us is called to intone a song, to put into prayer the
anguish of all...
Prayer is meaningless unless it is subversive...
Prayer is private, a service of the heart; but let concern and compassion, born out of prayer,
dominate public life...
To pray is to open a door, where both God and soul may enter. Prayer is arrival, for Him and for
us...




