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Online syllabus of 30 lectures

Lecture #3
« 2" Unit of Book I: Good Human Qualities
* Tehillim 15 & 24: Educational-literary Frame

* Tehillim 19 =the Central Psalm
* Tehillim 15-24: The Religious Narrative
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Introductory Note: Learning from Non-Jewish Scholars

Eicha raba ch?2: If someone tells you that the nations have wisdom — believe them,
that they have Torah — do not believe them.

Megila 16A: Rabbi Yochanan said: Whoever says something wise, even among the
nations - is called wise.

T
W

Maimonides (Introduction to Eight Chapters): “...and the words of the philosophers, old
and new and from the writings of many people, hear the truth from who said it” ﬂf

To our dismay, the modern Jew lacks this kind of sensitivity. He does not respond to the beauty and
majesty of the Tanakh. We read in a mechanical way words that were directed to us by the early wise
men, who were the messengers of God and whose Torah is on their lips. We attribute these words as if
they have no meaning to us. At times, | feel jealous of the non-Jew who sees so much understanding
in the biblical word. (Rabbi Joseph Dov HaLevy Soloveitchik “Time of our Freedom”)

A .

g " Y Tehillim 102, 22-23: So that the name of the Lord in Zion may
be told and His praise in Jerusalem, when the peoples are
. gathered together and kingdoms come to serve the Lord.

A A A e S 21th century?
Non-Jewish Scholarship New Synagoga & Ecclesia? my references to the literature...

Introductory note




Tehillim 14, 4: Are they so witless, all those evildoers, who devour my people
as they devour food, and do not invoke the LORD? There they will be seized
with fright, for God is present in the circle of the righteous.
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Tehillim 15, 2: He who lwes wmthout blame, who does what is nght,
and in his heart acknowledges the truth;
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Organization and Alliterations
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wiirdigere Sprache, indem es, das schmihliche Gebaren der skrupel-

| Mizmor 15
losen Geschiftemacher aufs schirfste verurteilend, die Stammesge- . \
nossen mit eindringlichen Worten dazu ermahnte, sich den nunmehr Y Timm ok
dank der Gleichberechtigung allen und jedem zuginglichen niitzlichen T 3 13U ,[125,5; =3 0 1
Berufen zuzuwenden!). o Y L Ly ' s
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SIMON:- DUBKGW 1) Keinem der Geschichtsschreiber ist bis jetzt die in den Protokollen des ) s by Ky K5
Weltge l,. ht Synhedrions verzeichnete Tatsache aufgefallen, daB vor der Erdffoung der ersten N39P 7Y R KD 159M
Veltgeschichte it : Yo 3 Sanhe- I
e _ Sitzung der 15. Psalm; vorgetragen wurde (Tama, Procés-verbaux du Grand Sanhe tmy .
des jiidischen Volkes d_:in, pw. 18). Es ist dies aber%er Psalm, dessen fiinfter Vers dem Gerechten nachrithmt, 732N A ORI PIY3I MA 7
T it s s St daf er ,sein Geld nicht auf Wucher gibt”. Die Wahl war ?}so nicht n;uf;lihg ; 2 N51 y-w'? Y309)
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For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the
law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the Lord of HOStS malacniz, 7

Deuteronomy 26, 14-15: | have hearkened to the voice of the Lord my Go, | have done according to all that You
have commanded me. Look forth from Your holy habitation from heaven and bless Your people Israel and the
land that which You have given us as You swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey

Isaiah 26, 1-4: In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city: walls and
bulwarks He has appointed for salvation. Open the gates that the righteous nation that keeps faithfulness may
enter in. The mind stayed on You, You keep in perfect peace; because it trusted in You. Trust in the Lord forever,

for the Lord is God, an everlasting rock

Ps 15, 1. A psalm by David. Lord, who may sojourn in Your tent? Who
may dwell on Your holy mountain?
s 24, 3: Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand

Ps 24,3
in His holy place?

Ps 118, 19-20: Open for me the gates of righteousness. | will enter
through them; | will give thanks to the Lord. This is the gate to

the Lord; the vindicated will enter through it

“aivianBila
Hagai 2, 2-3: Say now to Zerubbabel the son of Shaltiel, the governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of

Jehozadak the High Priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying: Who among you is left, who saw this
house in its former glory? And as you see it now, is it not as nothing in your eyes?

Zechariah 7, 2-3: And Sharezer and Regem Melech and his men sent to Bethel to pray before the Lord, to
say to the Priests of the house of the Lord of Hosts and to the prophets, saying, "Shall | weep in the fifth

month, abstaining as | have done these many years?

Sitz im Leben, Tempeleinzugsliturgie, Tempeleinzugstheologie




Organization and Alliteration
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Unit 2: Man’s virtues frame the unit (15-24) — Center: Worldview according to the Torah (19)
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What characterizes Mizmor 24?

* The Tzadik sees himself as part of the God’s creation (the
world and all its inhabitants, 1-2)

* The Tzadik cares for the honor of God and receives a
response: God’s blessing, dialogue with God, opening of
the Temple gates and appearance of the King of Honor.

* The righteous psalmist is part of the righteous generation

* Repetitive use of verb forms n.s.a — the Tzadik makes a
difference (25,1)
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Proper behavior precedes the Torah
0% TP — PR 11

What characterizes Mizmor 15?

* The individual Tzadik scrupulously maintains good
personal virtues and merits to be close to God

* In Unit 1 (3-14), the wicked is described and at the
end, God is looking for the righteous “The Lord
looks down from heaven to see if... there is anyone
of understanding who seeks God” (14, 2)

= Ps 15: Repairing the integrity of the world

= Ps 16: Taking this to heart
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Prologue: Torah & Kingdom a-x
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Syllabus of 30 lectures (zoom, life, save onwww. tehillim.org. i)

Contextual Interpretation of Tehilm; Prologue (1-2)
The structure of Book | {1-41); Unit | {3-14) and 8 as its center

Cyclell (Tehilim 15-24) and 19 as itscenter
Tehilm 18 and Shmuel 11 22

Cyclelll (Tehilim 25-34)

Cycle IV [Tehilim 35-41)

Tehilm 40 and s imetextualily

structure & Story of Book 11-11I

Tehilm 42-43

Cwerview Tehilim 51-72

Tehilim 51

Tehilm 72

Asaf collection (50, 73-83)

2nd Bnei Korach collection (B4-88 Tehilm 73
Structure & Story of Book IV

Tehilm 90

Tehilim 92

Tehilim 95-100

Tehilim 102

— o¥51n Do
VAR AN

Tehilm 105-107 - transition from Book M-V

Structure & Story of Book V

Tehilm 107 - structure & context

Tehilm 111-112, comparisonto Tehilim 1-119

Ezyptian Halkel {113-118) and the Great Hallel {135-136)
Tehilm 119 - structure and context

Tehilm 120-134 shirei hamaalot structure & story
Tehilm 137 and the ket Psalter of David (138-145)
Tehilm 145 and Pesukei defimra (146-150)

Summary - Tehilm asarelgious journey

30 lectures
Online

www.tehillim.org.il



SUMMARY

« 2"d Unit of Book |: Good Human Qualities

* Tehillim 15 & 24: Educational-Literary Frame
* Tehillim 19 = the Central Mizmor
* Tehillim 15-24: The Religious Narrative

NEXT:
 Tehillim 18 versus Shmuel Il 22

« 31 Unit of Book |




