
Lesson 6: The Kingdom is Born 

Text: First Samuel Chap. 9-10 
 

 The opening sentence of chapter 9 seems familiar to us (9,1):  
 

Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose 

name was Kish, the son of Abiel 
the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath,  
the son of Aphiah, the son of a Benjaminite,  

a mighty man of valour.     

ין ישׁ מִבִנְיָמִִ֗ יְהִי־אִִ֣ ַֽ  ו 

ל ן־אֲבִיא ֵ֞ ישׁ בֶּ שְׁמוֹ קִִ֣  וּ֠
ת ַ֛ ן־בְכוֹרַֽ ן־צְר֧וֹר בֶּ  בֶּ

י ישׁ יְמִינִִ֑ ן־אִִ֣ יחַֽ בֶּ ן־אֲפִִ֖  בֶּ

יִל׃ וֹר חָ   גִבִ֖

 
 Where did we meet a similar opening of a story? In the first sentence of the book (1,1):  

 

Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim 
of the hill country of Ephraim,  
and his name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham 

the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu,  
the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite  

ד מִן חָָ֜ ישׁ אֶּ יְהִי֩ אִִ֨  וַֽ
יִם, פְרִָ֑ ר אֶּ ִ֣ הַֽ ים מ  יִם צוֹפִִ֖ ַ֛  ־הָרָמָתַֽ

ם ן־יְרֹחָ֧ לְקָנָה בֶּ  ושְׁמ֡וֹ אֶּּ֠

חו ן־תֹֹּ֥ וא בֶּ ן־אֱלִיהַ֛  בֶּ
י׃ פְרָתִ  וף אֶּ ן־צִ֖  בֶּ

 

The similarity is not a coincidence. Both sentences serve as beginnings of the two 
sections of the book, the story of Samuel and the story of Saul. In the first eight chapters, Samuel 
is the center of the narrative. There are the events in which he takes part, and there are the stories 

of his family and the priests of Shiloh where he grew up. From chapter 9 Saul becomes the focus 
of the story.  

This is an important story, and it is fittingly opened with a solemn declaration (9, 1-2):  
 

Now there was a man of Benjamin,  

whose name was Kish 
 
And he had a son, whose name 

was Saul, young and goodly, 
and there was not among the children of Israel  

a goodlier person than he.  
from his shoulders and upward he was higher 
than any of the people.  

ישׁ שְׁמוֹ קִִ֣ ין וּ֠ ישׁ מִבִנְיָמִִ֗ יְהִי־אִִ֣ ַֽ  ו 

 
 
 

ן ושְׁמ֤וֹ ה ב ָ֜  וְלוֹ־הָיִָ֨
ור וָט֔וֹב  שָׁאול֙ בָחִ֣

ֹּ֥י יִשְ  ישׁ מִבְנ  ין אִַ֛ ֹּ֥ לוְא  ִ֖  רָא 
נּו ִ֑ וֹב מִמֶּ  טִ֣

הַֽ  עְלָה גָבִֹ֖ וֹ וָמַֽ֔  מִשִכְמִ֣

ם׃  מִכָל־הָעָ 

  
 Events follow each other swiftly (9,17):  

Saul meets the prophet Samuel: 



 

And when Samuel saw Saul,  
the Lord spoke unto him:  

“Behold the man of whom I said unto thee 
this one shall have authority over my people” 

ול ת־שָׁאִ֑ ה אֶּ ל רָאִָ֣ ִ֖  ושְׁמוא 
הו: ה' עָנָ֔  וַֽ

יךָ לֶּ֔ רְתִי א  ִ֣ ר אָמַֽ ִ֣ ֤ה הָאִישׁ֙ אֲשֶּׁ  הִנּ 
י׃ מִ  ר בְעַֽ ִ֖ה יַֽעְצֹֹּ֥    זֶּ

 

 Samuel anoints Saul and tells him that he is destined to become “prince over the 
inheritance of God”, the people and land of Israel (10,1). Immediately Saul becomes a new 

person, “God gave him another heart” (10,9), and he is filled with the “spirit of God” (10,10). 
Samuel convenes an assembly for the purpose of choosing a king (10, 17-25). The choice is 
made by casting lots, and the lot falls to Saul. But the new king-elect is nowhere to be found (10, 

21-24):  

But when they sought him, he could not be found.  
Therefore they asked of the Lord further: 

Is there yet a man come hither?  
And the Lord answered: 
Behold, he hath hid himself among the baggage.  

And they ran and fetched him thence.  
And when he stood among the people 

he was higher than any of the people 
from his shoulders and upward.  
And Samuel said to all the people: 

See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen,  
That there is none like him 

among all the people? 
And all the people shouted, and said: 
Long live the King! 

א׃ א נִמְצָ  ֹֹּ֥ הו וְל ִ֖ קְשׁ  יְבַֽ  וַֽ
יִשְׁאֲלו־עוֹד֙ בַֽ    ה'ה'וַֽ

יש ם אִִ֑ וֹד הֲלִ֣ א עִ֖  הֲבָֹּ֥
ר  אמֶּ ִֹ֣ י   ה'ה'וַֽ

ים׃ לִ  כ  ל־הַֽ א אֶּ חְבִָ֖ וא נֶּ ה־הֹּ֥  הִנּ 

ם הו מִשָ֔ ִ֣ יִקָח  צו֙ וַֽ יָר ֙  וַֽ
וֹךְ הָעִָ֑ם ב בְתִ֣ ִ֖ יִתְיַֽצ   וַֽ

ה֙  יִגְבַֽ םוַֽ  מִכָל־הָעָ֔
עְלָה׃ וֹ וָמָ   מִשִכְמִ֖

ם ל־כָל־הָעִָ֗ ל אֶּ ר שְׁמוא ָ֜ אמֶּ ִֹ֨ י  וַֽ

וֹ  ר־בִ֣ חַֽ ר בָ  ִ֣ ם֙ אֲשֶּׁ רְאִיתֶּ  ה'ה'הַֽ
הו ין כָמִֹ֖ ֹּ֥ י א   כִַ֛

ם  בְכָל־הָעִָ֑
ו יאֹמְרִ֖ עו כָל־הָעַָ֛ם וַֽ יָרִ֧  וַֽ

לֶּךְ׃ מֶּ  י הַֽ  יְחִֹּ֥

 

 At this stage in the story, the reader is in for a surprise. He expects that the following 
chapter will tell of the new king’s activities in establishing the royal government, the building of 

a palace and the appointment of counselors and generals. But this is where the story takes a 
surprising turn. The Bible informs us that the people went back to their homes, and Saul too went 
home - as if nothing had happened (10, 25-26): 

 

And Samuel sent all the people away,  
every man to his house. 

And Saul also went to his house to Gibeah. 

ת־כָל־הָעִָ֖ם  ל אֶּ ַ֛ ח שְׁמוא  ֧ לַֽ יְשַֽׁ  וַֽ
וֹ׃ ית  ישׁ לְב   אִֹּ֥

תָה וֹ גִבְעִָ֑ יתִ֖ ֹּ֥ךְ לְב  ם־שָׁא֔ול הָלַֽ  וְגִַֽ֨

  
Even more surprising is the description of King Saul’s occupation (11, 5):  

 

And, behold, Saul following  
the oxen out of the field  

י ֤ חֲר  א אַֽ ול בִָ֣ ִ֣ה שָׁאִ֗  וְהִנּ 
ה שָדֶּ֔ בָקָר֙ מִן־הַֽ  הַֽ

  



Why should the king, who has been anointed by the prophet be engaged in “following the 
oxen”? What happened to Saul after he was crowned as king of Israel?  

 
 This surprising turn in Saul’s history has baffled Bible students and historians of ancient 

Israelite history. Yet, it is this passage which provides the clue to the solution to many questions 
that arise in connection with Saul’s coronation.  
 

 Saul’s election to the newly created kingship marked a profound change in Israelite 
society. But did all agree to the change? Was there no dissenting voice? Were all the children of 

Israel such faithful and unquestioning followers of the prophet that they accepted Saul without a 
doubt? And, finally, what about the proud Ephraimites? Would they accept a Benjaminite king?  
 

 The Ephraimites could not bear that military glory went to anybody outside their tribe. 
They were angry with Gideon when he returned with glory from the war with the Midianites 

(Judges 8,1). They threatened to burn down Jephtah’s house because he waged a successful war 
against Ammon without the help of Ephraim. Their jealousy of Jephtah provoked a civil war 
within the Israelite tribes.  

 
Were, then, the proud Ephraimites prepared to accept the sovereignty of a king who was not a 

member of their tribe? And was it likely that the other tribes had peacefully shelved all their 
rivalries and enthusiastically accepted the new king?  
 

 Another question that arises here is whether the Israelites were free to establish their own 
independent government and elect a king of their own. Samuel mentions “the hill of God where 

is the governor of the Philistines” (10,5) God tells Samuel that the new king’s task will be to 
save the people from the Philistines (9,16). Obviously the Philistines were ruling the country. 
How, then, could the Israelites crown a king under the very noses of their rulers? According to 

the Bible, Saul’s election took place at Mizpah (10,17), but a Philistine governor was residing in 
Geba (13,3) which was an hour and a half’s distance from Mizpah. What did this Philistine 

governor do about the Israelite proclamation of an independent kingdom?  
  
Let us now study again the passage describing the assembly at Mizpah (10,17):  

 

And Samuel called the people 
together unto the Lord 

to Mizpah.  

ם ת־הָעָ֔ ל֙ אֶּ ק שְׁמוא  ֤ יַֽצְע   וַֽ
ל  ה  ה'ה'אֶּ מִצְפָ   הַֽ

 
 In the book of Judges we read of gatherings that took place in Mizpah (Judges 20,1 and 
21,1). From these passages we see that Mizpah was a holy place, where the people gathered on 

solemn occasions for fasting, prayer and sacrifices. It appears therefore, that the Philistines did 
not know the revolutionary import of the latest assembly at Mizpah. They thought it was just 

another assembly for the purpose of prayers and sacrifices. It is reasonable to assume that not 
many people attended the gathering. Saul was secretly crowned king in the presence of a small 
number of leaders. But even those few did not unanimously agree with the choice (10,27):  

 



But certain base fellows said:  
“How shall this man save us?” 
And they despised him,  

and brought him no present. 
But he was one that held his peace.  

ו ל אָמְרִ֗ ִ֣עַֽ י֧ בְלִיַֽ  ובְנ 
ה נו֙ זֶּ֔ ה־יֹשִׁע ֙  מַֽ

הו יִבְז ֻ֕  וַֽ

ה וֹ מִנְחִָ֑ יאו לִ֖ בִֹּ֥ א־ה   ֹ  וְל
ישׁ׃ חֲרִ  י כְמַֽ יְהִִ֖  וַֽ

 
If there was no real opposition to King Saul, and if no real struggle ensued about the 

kingship, it was because Saul was not yet a real king. His election had no practical implications. 
The Philistines ruled the country, and Saul was only the “promised” king and savior. It was now 

up to Saul to fulfill the promise.  
 
The assembly at Mizpah did not present Saul with a royal throne and scepter. The prophet 

proclaimed the will of God, and the people accepted Saul’s election. But meanwhile it was only a 
declaration. In our own times we have learned only too well that a kingdom is not established by 

declaration.  
 
The Mizpah coronation remained a secret. Saul went home and continued to follow the 

oxen in the field- until there came his finest hour when he fulfilled the “promise’’ of kingship. 
Inspired with the spirit of God, he led the people to victory over their enemies, and thus Saul 

became the real king of Israel.   

 


