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#192 - Dividing a Kingdom: An Unnatural Fault Line:

The Biblical significance of a Unified Jerusalem
Rabbi Moshe Shulman - shulman@milah.net
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II Samuel 2

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, had taken
Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim,;
9 and he made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and
over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all
Israel. {P}

10 Ish-bosheth Saul's son was forty years old when he began to
reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of
Judah followed David.
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13. I Kings 11
29. And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went from

Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the
way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and the two
were alone in the field; 30. And Ahijah caught the new garment
that was on him, and tore it in twelve pieces; 31. And he said to
Jeroboam, Take you ten pieces; for thus said the Lord, the
God of Israel, Behold, I will tear the kingdom from the hand
of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to you; 32. But he shall
have one tribe for my servant David’s sake, and for
Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I have chosen from all the
tribes of Israel; 33. Because they have forsaken me, and have
worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Kemosh the
god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and
have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in my eyes,
and to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his
father. 34. But I will not take the whole kingdom from his hand;
but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my
servant’s sake, whom 1 chose, because he kept my
commandments and my statutes; 35. But I will take the kingdom
from his son’s hand, and will give it to you, ten tribes. 36. And to
his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a
lamp always before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen
to put my name there.
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one tribe — Yehuda & Binyamin were considered one tribe,
since they jointly shared Jerusalem.
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Talmud Yuma 12a

The first Tanna holds Jerusalem was not divided amongst the
tribes and R. Judah holds Jerusalem was divided among the
tribes, the basis of their difference being the principle on which
these Tannaim differ, for it has been taught: What lay in the lot
of Judah? The Temple mount, the cells, the courts. And what lay
in the lot of Benjamin? The Hall, the Temple and the Holy of
Holies. And a strip of land went forth from Judah's lot and went
into Benjamin's territory, and on this the Temple was built —
Benjamin the Righteous was longing to swallow it every day as
it is written: He coveteth him all day, therefore he obtained the
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privilege of becoming the host of the Omnipotent, as it is said:

And He dwelleth between his shoulders.

The following Tanna holds that Jerusalem was not divided
amongst the tribes, for it has been taught: One does not rent
houses in Jerusalem, because it [the city] does not belong to them,

[the inhabitants].

Succah 27b
‘There was not a tribe in Israel which did not produce a
judge’
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II Samuel 5

1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and
spoke, saying: 'Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. 2 In times
past, when Saul was king over us, it was thou that didst lead out
and bring in Israel; and the LORD said to thee: Thou shalt feed
My people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel.' 3 So all
the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David
made a covenant with them in Hebron before the LORD; and they
anointed David king over Israel. {S}

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned forty years. S In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven
years and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three
years over all Israel and Judah. 6 And the king and his men went
to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land,
who spoke unto David, saying: 'Except thou take away the blind
and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither'; thinking: 'David
cannot come in hither.'
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Sidon

Royal sanctuary . W A——
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Then Jeroboam built
Shechem ... and he
went out from there
and built Penuel

(1 Kings 12:25)
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