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Our Rabbis taught: It is not permitted to go forth from the land of Israel to a foreign country unless two se'ahs
are sold for one sela’. R. Simeon said: [This is permitted only] when one cannot find [anything] to buy, but

when one is able [to find something] to buy, even if a se'ah cost a sela' one must not depart. And so said R.
Simeon b. Yohai: Elimelech, Mahlon and Chilion were [of the] great men of their generation, and they were
[also] leaders of their generation. Why, then, were they punished? Because they left Palestine for a foreign
country; for it is written, And all the city was astir concerning them, and the women said: 'Is this Naomi?' What
[is meant by] 'Is this Naomi?' — R. Isaac said: They said, 'Did you see what befell Naomi who left Palestine for a
foreign country?
R. Hiyya b. Abin said in the name of R. Joshua b. Korhah: God forbid [that Elimelech and his family should be
condemned for leaving Palestine]; for had they found even only bran they would not have left [the country].
Why then was punishment inflicted upon them? — Because they should have begged mercy for their
generation, and they did not do so; for it is said, When thou criest, let them that thou hast gathered deliver
thee.
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The rabbis taught: When the people of Israel are in trouble and one of them leaves them for the purpose of

avoiding the trouble, the two angels who accompany him lay their hands upon his head and say: "The man who
separates himself from the community which is in distress shall not see the prosperity of the community." The
rabbis also taught: when the community is in distress' a person should not say to himself, "I will seclude myself
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in my home, and eat and drink — and peace be on me". (Therefore a person should share the common distress

of the community), as we see in the case of Moses, who always shared the troubles of his people, as it is

written [Exod. xvii. 12]: "But when the hands of Moses became heavy, they took a stone, and put it under him,

and he sat thereon. Did not Moses possess a pillow or bolster upon which he could have sat down? Yes; but

Moses said: "Because the community is in distress | shall not use a pillow, but sit on a stone and share their
woes." Thus everyone who shares the misery of the community shall also see their prosperity.
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