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(480-180-0) Jerusalem's Dual Election by Avraham and David Tw"wn pw
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“Rather, seek out (tidrosh) the place which HASHEM your God will choose, from all your tribes,
to make His Name dwell; there shall you come” (Dt.12:5)—that is, seek it out (derosh) with the
guidance (al pi) of a prophet. Is it possible to say:delay seeking until a prophet tells you [where to
seek]?The Teaching prescribes a sequence to the search: “Seek out ...to make His Name dwell... there
shall you come” (Dt.12:5)— first, seek it out and find it; afterward, a prophet will confirm it for you.
And so do you find with David, for it is stated: “I will give neither sleep to my eyes, nor rest to my
eyelids, until I find a place for HASHEM, a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob” (Ps.132:4-5).
On what basis do I know that David acted solely under the guidance (al pi) of a prophet? For it is
said: “And Gad came to David on that day, and told him: Go up and erect for HASHEM an altar on
the threshing floor of Aronah the Jebusite” (2Sam.24:18). And He says: “Then Solomon began to
build an abode for HASHEM in Jerusalem—on Mt. Moriah, which had appeared to David, his
father—and which David had prepared on the threshing floor of Arnon the Jebusite” (2Chron.3:1).
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A stone was there from the days of the early Prophets, called shetiya, raised above the ground three
finger-widths, and originally the Ark was placed upon it. After the Ark was taken, upon it they would

offer the incense offering within the Holy of Holies.
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Of the, ground (adamah) . R. Berekiah and R. Helbo in the name of Samuel the Elder said: He was

created from the place of his atonement, as you read, An altar of earth (adamah) thou shalt make unto
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me (Ex. xx, 21). The Holy One, blessed be He, said: 'Behold, I will create him from the place of his

atonement, and may he endure !
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And Melchi Zedek : This place made its inhabitants righteous. [Another interpretation] : And the king

of Zedek, The Lord of Zedek (Josh, x,i). Jerusalem is called Zedek (righteousness), as it is written,
Zedek (righteousness) lodged in her (Isa. I, 21).
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And saw the place afar off. What did he see? He saw a cloud enveloping the mountain, and said: 't
appears that that is the place where the Holy One, blessed be He, told me to sacrifice my son. He then
said to him [Isaac]: '[saac, my son, seest thou what I see?' 'Yes,' he replied. Said he to his two servants:

'See ye what I see?' 'No,' they answered. 'Since ye do not see it, Abide ye here with the donkey."...

Abraham called it 'Jireh 1 : And Abraham called the name of that place Adonai — Jireh. Shem called it
Salem [Shalem] : And Melchizedek king of Salem (Gen. xiv, 18). 5 Said the Holy One, blessed be He:
'If I call it Jireh as did Abraham, then Shem, a righteous man, will resent it; while if I call it Salem as
did Shem, Abraham, the righteous man, will resent it. Hence I will call it Jerusalem, including both

names, Jirch Salem.'
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