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VISION AND REALITY

Does Jacob travel to Haran to search for a wife
or to escape from Esau?

How do lIsaac and Rebecca relate to Jacob’s
journey and how does Jacob himself relate to
it?

Which is the main reason for the journey and

which is secondary?

How is the meeting of Jacob and Rachel similar
to that of Eliezer and Rebecca and how is it
different?

Why did Jacob accept Laban’s deception and
remain married to Leah?

Can part of the twelve tribes of Israel really be
a product of Laban’s deceit?

A. Jacob’s Journey to Haran as
an Escape from Esau
And Jacob left Beersheba, and he =xan 2pyy xyn
went toward Haran. (Gen. 28:10) AN T yaY

Why does Jacob leave Beersheba for Haran? Two
reasons are given at the end of the previous parasha.




Escape from

Esau

Finding
a Wife in

Haran

The first reason given for Jacob’s journey is that he is

fleeing from Esau:

And Rebecca was told of the
words of Esau, her elder son, and
she sent for Jacob, her younger
son, and she said to him, “Now,
Esau your brother is plotting to
avenge himself by killing you.
And now, my son, listen to my
voice, and get up and flee to my
brother Laban, to Haran. And
stay with him fora few days, until
your brother’s anger subsides.
Once your brother’s fury at you
subsides, and he forgets what
you did to him, then I shall send
for you and take you from there;
why should I lose you both on
the same day?” (Gen. 27:42-48)

Immediately afterwards, the Torah describes the

second reason for Jacob’s journey:

And Rebecca said to Isaac, “I am
weary of living because of the
daughters of Het, if Jacob should
take a wife from among these
Hittite women, from the young
women of the land, what shall |
have to live for?” And lIsaac called
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to Jacob and blessed him and
commanded him, saying to him,
“You shall not take a wife from the
daughters of Canaan. Get up and
go toward Padan Aram, toward the
house of Bethuel, your mother’s
father, and take a wife for yourself
from there, from the daughters of
Laban, your mother’s brother. And
the Lord Sha-dai will bless you and
makeyou fruitful and increase your
numbers, and you will become
a community of nations. And He
will give the blessing of Abraham
to you and your descendants with
you, to bequeath you the land in
which you live, which God gave
to Abraham.” And lIsaac sent
Jacob, and he went toward Padan
Aram, to Laban son of Bethuel the
Aramean, brother to Rebecca [who
is] mother of Esau and Jacob. (Gen.
27:46-28:5)
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Are these two reasons equally important? At first
glance, the first reason seems to carry greater weight.
Rebecca is primarily concerned forJacob’s safety, but
she tells Isaac that the purpose is to search for a wife
to gain Isaac’s approval.

1 This is the Rashbam’s interpretation of verse 46:
5% K YD 3Py PIAD PRy AP DK N YT =730y b ox”
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Blessing for
Land and

Descendants

A Promise to
Return to the
Land

God reveals Himself to Jacob on his way to Haran. God
gives Jacob two significant blessings - the blessingfor

land and the blessingfor descendants:

And behold, God was standing v 2y ’7 mm
over him, and He said, “I am the 1 % “0x"
Lord, God of your father Abraham omax  1x
and God of lIsaac; the land upon 19K T
which you lie | will give to you =wx yaxa poy

and your descendants. And your
descendants will be like the dust
of the earth, and you will burst
forth westward and eastward,
northward and southward, and all
of the families of the earth shall
be blessed through you and your
descendants.” (Gen. 28:13-14)
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God also promises that He will watch over Jacob and
ensure that he returns safely to Canaan:

T )

| will watch over you through  Tonwx5apmnw
all of your journeys, and | will 787 5% Triavm
returnyou to this land, for Iwill 2wy &5 > nxm
not leave you until | have done vy ox wx T
aslhavesaidtoyou.(Gen.28:15) 7 ¥mM27 WX K

2wy vrx novow Yawaw b
“If Jacob should take” - this is Rebecca’s wise way of telling
Isaac to distance Jacob from Esau, and she did not reveal that
it was due to his brother’s hatred. (Rashbam on Gen. 27:46)

See also Hizkuni ad loc.
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Jacob’s Oath -
Request for

Protection

Following this revelation, Jacob makes an oath:

And Jacob swore an oath, saying,
“If the Lord shall be with me and
watch over me in my journey,
and give me bread to eat and
clothing to wear; and | return
safely to my father’s house, and
the Lord shall be my God.”? (Gen.
28:20-21)
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Jacob does not mention God’s promises for land and
descendants, nor does he ask for assistance in finding
a wife - he merely asks that God watch over him and
returnhimhomesafely.ItseemsthatfromJacob’s point
of view, this journey is primarily an escape. Therefore,
he asks God to protect him and help him return home
safely. Jacob’s main purpose in leaving Canaan is to
escape from Esau; finding a wife is only secondary.

This analysis is supported by a later description of

Jacob’s return home:

And God said to Jacob” ,Get up
and go to Beit El and settle there
and make an altar to God ,Who
appeared to you during your
escape from your brother Esau.”
(Gen. 35:1)
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2 The commentators disagree on whether “and the Lord shall
be my God” is part of Jacob’s conditions (Rashi), or Jacob’s
promise should the conditions be fulfilled (Ramban). See

Ramban on Gen. 28:21.
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Meeting
Rachel -
One of the
Family

God indicates that Jacob’s main reason for going to
Haran was to escape from Esau.

Upon arrival in Haran, Jacob sits by the well and
meets Rachel there. Jacob is eager to meet her - and
the text states that this is because of her virtuous
behavior, not her beauty. The conversation between
them is somewhat impersonal, contrary to what
would be expected of a first meeting between
future partners especially considering that Jacob
was explicitly commanded to take one of Laban’s
daughters for a wife.

In fact, the verses emphasize a different aspect of
their meeting:

And it was when Jacob saw XY WK I
Rachel ,daughter of Laban, nz 5m nx Ipw
his mother’s brother, and the nx) ax 'y 13%
flock of Laban, his mother’s % M8 139 Xy
brother,then Jacob approached nx % Jpy win
and rolled the stone from the 3279 “yn a7
mouth of the well and watered 13% x¥ nx pwn
the flock of Laban, his mother’s pwn My nR
brother. And Jacob kissed Rachel, xwm 5mb Zpw
and he lifted his voice and wept. T3 720 ¥p nx
And Jacob told Rachel that he is M8 3 5m% 3pp
her father’s brother and that he 122 Ny 2R
is Rebecca’s son, and sheranand yum N 71p27
told her father. (Gen. 29:1-12) b Tim

The meeting between Jacob and Rachel revolves

around their family connection. Jacob is eager to
meet someone from his mother’s family, independent
of his search for a wife.

Jacob’s kiss is likewise explained by the
commentators and the midrash as a chaste kiss - an
ordinary way to greet one’s relatives:

..R. Tanhuma said... “And Jacob ..wx xmrmn .
kissed Rachel” - for she was his - >mb apy per
relative.* (Bereshit Rabba 9) NN AT

Rabbi Bahya explains:

"And Jacob kissed Rachel- “ "S> apy pwr
she was young®... or we might W .1 mup-
say that this kiss was on the nxim apwaTw nK)

3 Jacob may have fleetingly thought of marriage at this point, as
Rachel was the “daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother,” and
hehadbeensentby hisfatherto marryoneof Laban’sdaughters.
However, this was not Jacob’s focus upon meeting Rachel.

4 The midrash teaches that “every kiss is one of lechery,”

except for three types of kisses: one that is given upon ascent
to greatness (such as Samuel’s kiss to Saul after [Saull was
anointed), one given upon meeting after a long separation
(such as Moses’ kiss to Aaron when they met), and a kiss
farewell (as Orpah gave to Naomi). R. Tanhuma adds a fourth
type: a kiss between relatives, such as the kiss Jacob gave to
Rachel.
See also the midrash in Mishnat R. Eliezer, ch. 7: “..[Jacob]
saw that the people were whispering amongst themselves
and saying, ‘Has this man come to bring us new ways of
immorality?” Immediately he wept, so as to signify that this
was not a kiss of lechery but one of familial closeness.”

5 According to his commentary on verse 15, Rachel was five
years old at the time.
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Jacob does
not Mention

Marriage

"head or the shoulder®.. “And  wxI1 npwn A
he lifted his voice and wept” - nx e .m0 W
this is a custom upon meeting xmm - "I P
one’s relatives. w03 oAt

Jacob does not mention marriage at any point during
his conversation with Laban:

And when Laban heard the news nx 2% yowa vm
of Jacob, the son of his sister, he innx 2 Iy ynw
ran out to greet him and hugged  “>paminxphym
and kissed him and brought him 5% 7021 ¥ pean
to his house, and he told Laban  nx 1255 “20m 102
all of these things. (Gen. 29:13) 19K 01277 52

What “things” did Jacob tell Laban? Rashi explains:

“And he told Laban” - that he x5 255 2D
had come because his brother oix 7 K% X2
[Esau] had forced him to, and 1mn o enx
that he had taken his money. Jmn

Rashbam, however, interprets this verse differently:

“All of these things” - that his  ”moxn 02171 52 X
father and mother had sent 5xymM>w MK PINY —
him to his relatives. Rialalallo7aRIvALS

According to the commentators’ Jacob does not

6 See also Ramban on verse 9.
7 This interpretation also is apparent from the simple reading

of the text: “These things” are what Jacob said to Rachel in the
previous verse: “And Jacob told Rachel that he is her father’s
brother and that he is Rebecca’s son.” This also explains
Laban’s response in the following verse: “And Laban said to
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Jacob’s Wages -

Marriage

reveal that he has come to marry one of Laban’s
daughters. Instead, he shares that he is running away
from Esau and that his parents instructed him to go
to his family in Haran. In fact, Jacob stays with Laban
and his family for an entire month without saying a
word about marrying Rachel:®

And Laban said to him, ”"You are x 127 ¥ K"
my flesh and bone,” and he stayed mnx w2y ynyy
with him for one month. (Gen. win Wy 2w
29:14) Caya)

A month later, Laban initiates a conversation with
Jacob that is unrelated to marriage:

And Laban said to Jacob, “Just Ipy? 127 oK
because you are my relative, shall nnx g 37
you work for me for nothing? Tell o A7)
me what your wages should be.” n > 1137
(Gen. 29:15) cnlankl2a

Only at this point, following Laban’s offer, does Jacob
ask to marry Rachel:

And Laban had two daughters; ni1 v 1299
the elder was named Leah and x> ny1n ow
the younger was named Rachel. 5m mwpn ow
And Leah’s eyes were soft, and nim 'm‘v "IN
Rachel was beautiful in looks and n2 ama 5oy

him, ‘“You are my flesh and bone.”” Laban confirms Jacob’s
statement that he is their relative.

8 Compare Jacob’s behavior to Eliezer’s: when Eliezer arrives at
Bethuel’s home, he did not even sit down to eat with the family
before bringing up the prospect of Isaac marrying Rebecca

~ 1] ~



The Main
Purpose
of the
Journey -

Escape

countenance. And Jacob loved M no9m WA
Rachel, and he said, “I shall serve nx 2pyr 27Kn
you seven years for Rachel, your J72ux o8 5m
younger daughter.” (Gen. 29:16- 5ma oWy yav
18) ki igkl

______

Only after Laban asks Jacob the price for his work
does Jacob “suddenly” recall his father’s command to
find a wife, and asks Laban for permission to marry
Rachel® Even at this point, Jacob does not mention
that his father had sent him to Laban specifically to
find a wife.”

Apparently, despite the fact that Jacob purportedly
went to Haran for two reasons - to escape from
Esau and to find a wife - his main purpose was to
escape from Esau. He does not seem to think about
his father’s command to marry at all.

Thecomparisonbetweenlsaacand]acob’srespective
marriages further supports this interpretation.

(Gen. 24:33). In contrast, Jacob does not even mention the
subject of marriage. We will expand upon the comparison
between Eliezer and Jacob below.

9 Seforno (on Gen. 29:18) suggests that Jacob had already been
considering marrying Rachel. However, he had not mentioned
this to Laban since he had no way to support himself and
could not take a wife under these circumstances. Once Laban
offered Jacob paid work, Jacob realized that he could marry
Rachel and fulfill his father’s command.

10 Once again, the difference between Jacob and Eliezer is evident
- Eliezer immediately states that he has come at Abraham’s
command to find a wife for Isaac.

~ 12 ~

Similarities
between
Eliezer’s
Meeting

with Rebecca
and Jacob’s
Meeting with
Rachel

B. Isaac’s Marriage vs. Jacob’s
Marriage

There are obvious differences between the description
of Eliezer’s arrival at Nahor’s house in Haran (Gen. ch.
24) and Jacob’s arrival at Bethuel's home in Haran
(Gen. 27:41-29:30).

Both narratives feature a journey from Canaan
to relatives in Haran for the purpose of finding a
wife who is not from Canaan." In both stories, the
travelerreaches a well where the initial meeting with
the future wife” takes place, as she arrives at the well
with miraculously perfect timing.” In both stories, the
woman at the well turns out to be a relative, and a
meeting with her family is arranged.” Both accounts

11 Eliezer - Gen. 24:3-4; Jacob - Gen. 28:1-2.

12 Eliezer - Gen. 24:10-25; Jacob - Gen. 29:1-12.

13 In the story of Eliezer:
T2 K 1270712 9%N25 175 WK NRY ARTI AIM 12T 172 O30 KT )

R Y A7) 0TI TN

And it was before he finished speaking, and behold, Rebecca
emerged, she who had been born to Bethuel the son of
Milcah [who was] the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor,
and her pitcher was on her shoulder. (Gen. 24:15)

In the story of Jacob:
X¥ oY kg ima S mam oy o © oy o s
And he said to them, “Is he well?” and they said, “[He is]
well, and behold, his daughter Rachel comes with the
flock.” (Gen. 29:6)
And:
TS "2 737 T N Y X2 ) DY 3T WY
As he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with the
flock of her father, for she was a shepherdess. (Gen. 29:9)
14 Eliezer - Gen. 24:28-32; Jacob - Gen. 29:12-13.
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Differences
between
Isaac’s
Marriage
and Jacob’s

Marriage

describe the young woman running to tell her family
about the meeting,” and as a result, in both stories,
Laban runs to greet the approaching traveler.

The two stories seem very similar” but these
similarities actually serve to highlight the crucial
differences between them:

15 Eliezer - Gen. 24:28; Jacob - Gen. 29:12.

16 Eliezer - Gen. 24:29; Jacob - Gen. 29:12.

17 There are also certain linguistic parallels between the two
narratives, in addition to the literary similarities. For example,
the phrase “these things” appears in both stories in the same
context. During Eliezer’s journey, it is written:

(71O D272 7K 3D T WA
And the young woman ran and told her mother’s house of
these things. (Gen. 24:28)

And during Jacob‘s journey:
R 07137093 g 37 180
And he told Laban all of these things. (Gen. 29:13)
The Sages also drew parallels between the meeting of Eliezer
and Rebecca and the meeting of Jacob and Rachel .Rashi
quotes the Sages:

AR o by e 185 - “nnxaph Tapn yey
”And the servant ran toward her - “since he saw that the
water rose toward her.

The Sages were inspired to give Eliezer and Rebecca‘s meeting
miraculous features since the story of Jacob and Rachel‘s
meeting has an explicitly miraculous occurrence:
D31 3pw2 Wiy ok I 127 1KY TIN) YK TN 137 12 9 1 3pY? I WD )
DM I 137 XY T ) I 00 DY 2K e
And it was when Jacob saw Rachel ,daughter of Laban,
his mother‘s brother ,and the flock of Laban ,his mother‘s
brother ,then Jacob approached and rolled the stone from
the mouth of the well and watered the flock of Laban ,his
mother‘s brother) .Gen(29:10 .

Jacob exhibits extraordinary strength during his first meeting
with Rachel ,which attests to the desirability of the blossoming
relationship between them .The Sages reproducedthis
supernatural sign in the story of Eliezer and Rebeca.

~ 14 ~

A. Initiative: Abraham initiates and directs the process
of Isaac’s marriage and his servant is sent to bring
Isaac a wife. Isaac is not involved in the search or the
decision. Jacob, on the other hand, is sent to Haran
himself to find a wife and makes his own decision
regarding whom to choose.

B. Leaving the Land of Israel: Isaac was forbidden
to leave Israel and travel to Haran so a messenger
had to be sent in his place. Jacob traveled to Haran
himself.®

C. The Purpose of the Journey to Haran:
Eliezer'sjourney to Haran on lIsaac’s behalf had only
one goal - to find Isaac a wife. Jacob’s had two goals:
escaping Esau and finding a wife.

D. Details of the Travels: Details of Eliezer’s travels
are not mentioned so we can conclude that they were
uneventful. Jacob, however, merits God’s revelation
on his way to Haran.”

E. Divine Selection: Throughout the search for Isaac’s
wife, the text emphasizes that God will indicate
the worthy woman. For example, Abraham informs
Eliezer “God, Lord of the heavens..He will send His
messenger before you, and you shall take a wife for
my son from there” (Gen. 24:7). Later on, Eliezer asks

18 Even though Jacob is not forbidden to leave the Land of Israel,
Isaac blesses him that he will inherit it and God’s revelation
to Jacob begins and ends with the subject of land (see Gen.
29:13-15).

19 See note 20.
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God for assistance in finding a suitable woman and
does not rely on his judgment alone. Even after he
meets Rebecca and concludes that she is worthy, he
emphasizes that his success is due to God. In contrast,
Jacob’s choice seems to be completely natural - there
is no mention of any Divine involvement.

F. A Test of Character for the Potential Wife: Isaac’s
future wife passes a test of character given through
Divine Providence; by Jacob, there is no such test.
Jacob’s father had told him to take a wife from the
daughters of Laban; Jacob meets Rachel, loves her
and decidesto marry her.

G. Extended Stay with the Relatives: When Eliezer
arrives at Bethuel’s home, he does not accept the
family’s offer to sit and eat with them until he
discusses his reason for coming. He immediately tells
them of his mission to find a wife for Isaac. Even
after the family has agreed to the plan, Eliezer refuses
to wait and asks of the family: “Do not delay me,
and God has made my journey successful, send me
and | shall return to my master” (Gen. 24:56). Eliezer
considers his success thus far a direct result of Divine
Providence and seems to fear ‘losing his momentum.’
Immediately after the family agrees to the match,
Eliezer returns to Canaan with Rebecca.

Jacob, on the other hand, does not mention the
topic of marriage at all during his first meeting with
Laban. A month later, when he does mention the
subject, he does not reveal his father’s command, but

~ 16 ~

Isaac - the
Values of Land

and Lineage

Isaac - Clear
Divine

Guidance

asks to marry Rachel on his own initiative. In Jacob’s
journey, God’s Providence is hidden and the process
is less straightforward. As a result, Jacob ultimately
remains in Haran for many years.

WHAT IS THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
THE SELECTION OF ISAAC’S WIFE AND THE SELECTION
OF JACOB’S?

As we discussed in the previous parasha, there are
two values that govern the search for Isaac’s wife:
The first is finding a worthy wife to build a home
with Isaac - a woman not from Canaan, but from the
people of Abraham’s homeland, the descendants of
Shem. The second is staying in the Land of Israel.

Once the objectives are clear, the practical difficulties
in finding a wife become trivial. God will certainly help
overcome these obstacles, as Abraham tells Eliezer:

God, Lord of the heavens, Who omvn *;ﬁ?'gg o
took me from my father’s house rman Py wy
and my homeland, Who spoke nT2in yaxm >ax
to me and Who swore to me, WX 7 127 WK
saying, “To your descendants | Jy73nx2°Hpav:
will give this land,” He will send  nxta yaxi nx 1K
His messenger before you, and ixn nwr s
you shall take a wife for my son mwx arpn 77
from there. (Gen. 24:7) own 17

Isaac is not even personally involved in the selection
of his wife. The match is directed by God and the
choice is made explicitly by Him. This Divine element

~ 17 ~



Jacob -
Natural

Progression

is present throughout the narrative.

God’s guidance is apparent in Eliezer’s behavior as
well. Immediately after he discovers that the woman
at the well is Bethuel’s daughter, the text states:

And the man [Eliezer] bowed and K7 Tpn
prostrated himself before God. (Gen. .’n‘?mm@f‘n
24:26)

Eliezer thanks God again after he hears that Rebecca’s
family has agreed to the match:

And it was when Abraham’s pnY “wx3>
servant heard their words, he nx omax 71w
prostrated himself before God. mmwn opa7
(Gen. 24:52) Y719 YN

Rebecca’s family also shows their recognition of God’s
hand in making the match:

And Laban and Bethuel answered 5xna 125
and said, “This has come from x¥ " MKy
God, and we cannot speak good 327 %21 &5 1277
or ill to you.” (Gen. 24:50) 310 K PPN

Jacob’s narrative, on the other hand, depicts a natural
progression of a man fleeing his brother, arriving at
his relatives, staying with them, falling in love with
one of their daughters and asking to marry her in
return for his work. Jacob does not ask for God’s
help in finding a wife and God’s involvement in this
process is not apparent.?®

20 The only element that clashes with this picture is God’s
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Isaac’s Blessing
to Jacob upon

his Departure

C.Jacob’s Journey to Haran as a
Quest for a Wife

In fact, this portrayal of the story is not fully
accurate.

As we mentioned at the outset, Jacob’s journey from
Beersheba to Haran is a flight from Esau, but before
he leaves he is commanded by his father to find a
wife. Isaac also gives Jacob the crucial blessing of
Abraham - the blessing for land and descendants:

And the Lord Sha-dai will bless you  Jrix 7720 7w %)
and make you fruitful and increase 7271 7791
yournumbers,andyouwillbecome oy 5375
a community of nations. And He n393nx 771
will give the blessing of Abraham 770173
to you and your descendants with jnwﬂ‘v X
you, to bequeath you the land in  Tm pax Ny
which you live, which God gave to o 1) “wx
Abraham. (Gen. 28:3-4) oKk

revelation to Jacob during his journey. We will discuss the
issue of revelation and vision below. At this point, we can
regard Jacob as acting in an entirely natural manner and that
God’s revelation to Jacob gives the journey a sense of meaning,
Divine guidance and promise for the future. Although Jacob
continues his journey in an ordinary manner, focusing on
his escape from Esau (as is evident from his oath to God),
we as readers are now aware that behind this escape lies
vision and promise for the future. Jacob’s feelings must have
changed from this point onward as well. This is expressed in
his unexpected ability to roll the stone off the mouth of the
well, as explained by Radak: “And this was from God’s blessing
to him, as He had given him additional strength” (Radak on
Gen. 29:10).
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Does Jacob
Ignore this

Blessing?

Traveling at
his Father’s

Command

Jacob had already been given the blessing to inherit
the land when he deceived Isaac into believing that he
was Esau .But here Jacob receives the truly significant
blessing - the blessing of Abraham, the promise for
land and descendants. Upon receiving this blessing
Jacob becomes the successor of Abraham and Isaac
and is thus forbidden from marrying a Canaanite
woman.

This blessing was not given to Jacob by chance. All his
life, Jacob has worked toward inheriting this blessing
and the responsibility it entails: raising children
worthy of continuing Abraham and lIsaac’s path.
He has prepared for this his entire life and he took
steps to receive it - from purchasing the birthright
to deceiving lIsaac to receive the corresponding
blessing.”

Jacob could not have been ‘ignoring’ his obligation
to marry a suitable woman. Even if he had not been
fleeing from Esau, he would have had to find a wife
in Haran and not in Canaan.

The next verse describes Jacob’s departure:

And Isaac sent Jacob and he went iy nem (1)
toward Padan Aram... (Gen. 28:5) T oy nx
Wap \Sybpts!

Isaacis the one sendingJacob to Haran; Jacob goes only
after his father has equipped him with the blessing of
Abraham and the command to marry a woman from

21 See our lesson on Parashat Toledot.
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Jacob’s Main

Goal - Marriage

God’s
Revelation -
the Promise
of Land and

Descendants

his relatives. Furthermore, Jacob’s journey is once
again described in this manner in verse 7:

And Jacob listened to his father and ’7b_5 apyy yown
his mother, and he went toward ],53] ms‘?m K
Padan Aram. (Gen. 28:7) DI TS

Jacob’s journey to Canaan was initiated both by his
father, who commanded him to find a wife, and
by his mother, who advised him to flee from Esau.”?
However, the Torah emphasizes the fact that his
father’s command came first in Jacob’s eyes.

Clearly the search for a wife is not just a pretext for
Jacob’sjourney. In fact, the opposite is true - in adeeper
spiritual sense it the main purpose of the journey.

From this perspective, we recognize that Jacob’s
flight from Esau is a means to accomplish the main
goal - receiving the blessing of Abraham.

This point is reinforcedby God’s words to Jacob on his
way to Haran:

And behold, God was standing 5y 2y 1 mm
over him, and He said, “l am the "1 2 “0xY

22 While Rebecca also initiated Isaac’s command to send Jacob
away in search of a wife (see Gen. 27:41-46), the discussion
between Rebecca and Jacob revolved around his escape from
Esau, while the conversation between Isaac and Jacob focused
upon finding a wife.

23 If Jacob’s flight from Esau were his main goal, Jacob would not
have gone specifically to Haran. Rather, he would have hidden
somewhere where his true identity was unknown. This would
have surely prevented any future encounter with Esau.
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Lord, God of your father Abraham
and God of Isaac; the land upon
which you lie 1 will give to you
and your descendants. And your
descendants will be like the dust
of the earth, and you will burst
forth westward and eastward,
northward and southward, and
all of the families of the earth
shall be blessed through you and
your descendants. And behold,
I am with you, and I will watch
over you through all of your
journeys, and I will return you to
this land, for I will not leave you
until I have done as | have said to
you.” (Gen. 28:13-15)
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God promises to protect Jacob, but this is not His
first promise. God begins with the promise for land
and descendants, and ends with the promise for
protection. Jacob focuses mainly on the protection,
but he does not ignore the first part of the blessing -
which is, in fact, the main component.

While Jacob’s journey to Haran includes the human
dimension of escape and fear of Esau, on a deeper
level he is accompanied by his father’s blessing, which
is reflected in the blessing from God.*

24 See note 20.
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Choosing
Laban’s
Daughter -

Divine Choice

Choosing
Rachel over
Leah -
Human

Choice

D. Vision and Reality
CHOICE AND DECEIT

Jacob arrives in Haran knowing that he must marry
one of Laban’s daughters® When he first meets
Rachel and discovers that she is Laban daughter he
has no need to “test” her - it is clear to him that she
is destined to be his wife2® Jacob’s associationwith
Laban’s house is not coincidental since he had come
to Haran to marry one of Laban’s daughters in the
first place.

The only choice Jacob had was between Rachel and
Leah, Laban’s daughters. Here, there is room for
Jacob’s personal preference. Why does Jacob prefer
Rachel over Leah? We would expect his inclination
to be based on some assessment of her character,
as with Eliezer’s choice of Rebecca, but the Torah
describes Jacob’s reasons quite differently:

..And Rachel was beautiful in AN AN
looks and countenance. And I7xN:XM N9Y
Jacob loved Rachel, and he v;w]‘vrjj N apyr
said, “l shall serve you seven o paw 772K

25 Jacob was explicitly commanded to marry one of Laban’s
daughters - as opposed to Eliezer, who was merely
commanded to find a woman in Abraham’s homeland. Jacob
had considerably fewer options. In fact, he may not have
realized he had a choice at all; Jacob had no way of knowing
whether Laban had one daughter or several.

26 Jacob was probably aware of Eliezer’s encounter with Rebecca
by the well and he realized that he had found his partner in
the same way.
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years for Rachel, your younger ..mwpa 702 Sma
daughter.”..And Jacob worked Sma Ipyr Ty
seven years for Rachel, and they »mm ow paw
were as a few days due to his oK o3 Pv2
love for her. (Gen. 29:17-20) 0K IN27K3

Jacob’s choice of Rachel is apparently based on
‘ordinary’ human love.” This simple, natural

27 This interpretation is based on the simple understanding of
the text, although the commentators are strongly opposed to
this reading. As the Siftei Cohen writes:

e 2py Sy 1 a5 WwaK XY 3K A ey namow aab K
W Ay K Ty 12 5anoa K5 oownw upin 705 K5 era wey i
DI KOK 71K TIKTR 19T AWK 92 ST Y7 (K0, 27 FPWKTE) YK §vnd
511 A5 DMK P 905 R AR KOK 081 K T appw oben
MR 270 AN T LR AN 7 A 0 5 o5 o
13K Y 2ot 5 KA T e v
Wy e oy xa 102 Srb ok yoww 05 v 72K oK W
KD W MO I AT AKEYR TIPS K770 93 Kow 1253 oK Ay
XY KD Y K D KD T A K RS D 1
Doy KD DY 53 WK KW MY 712 7K 71K 1K a2 N2 S apy
YN T XY DY 7K DAY 0K KT TN FIXD TR 2 03 K
1M 5D 2Py PYY 0, 0rnyY PEY OW 15 PR YT oD Ky 285 nabb
IRYTT AT 7PNV DD, DK DDA KT OK MDD 7K 71K MK 3 715
NDIDTA Pr¥M O 12 DY 037700, DTNKI IY Y PRT KT YT IK -
TATINTT TR XM DT
It seems that his love for her was because of her beauty,
and it cannot be said of Jacob that he focused on beauty
and did not learn from his grandfather [Abrahaml], who
never looked at [Sarah’s appearance] until they came to
Egypt, as it is written: “Now | know that you are a beautiful
woman”; Heaven forbid that Jacob was attracted by her
beauty...rather, his love was because they would say that the
elder sister [Leah] was for the elder brother [Esau] and the
younger sister [Rachel] for the younger brother [Jacob], and
as much as the elder sister would cry, so the younger sister
would rejoice, and this abundance of happiness caused her
to be plump and healthy and this gave her beauty, and for
this reason he loved her...
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preference? is consistent with the natural progression
we mentioned earlier - once again we feel that Jacob’s
marriage is a natural human affair, beginning with
his escape from Esau and culminating in his ‘falling
in love’” with Rachel.®

Jacob offers to work for seven years in return for
permission to marry Rachel and Laban accepts:

And Laban said, “It is better for nn 2w 25 Y
me to give her to you than to armx M 17 ANk
another man; stay with me.” mw -y wxb
(Gen. 29:19) 7Y

Or we might say that his love was because when he had
heard them saying to him” ,His daughter Rachel comes with
the flock “,he thought to himself” ,Is she so ugly that he
made her a shepherdess ,because her ugliness would keep
the shepherds from harassing her “?And when he saw her
she was similar in looks to his mother ,and this why it says,
”And it was when Jacob saw Rachel ,daughter of Laban,
his mother‘s brother “.He saw her modesty ,for she came
after all of the shepherds ,not together with them ,and he
saw too that she walked among her flock ,as it says” :And
Rachel came with the flock - “,it is the way of a shepherd to
walk before the flock .This is how he knew that she had no
affairs with] the shepherds ,[and immediately” ,Jacob kissed
Rachel..andl he [told] her [that he is her father‘s brother*.
IHis intent was [to test whether she was willing to welcome
guests ,and immediately” she ran “and left her flock - then
he knew for certain that she was not miserly with guests;
and since the way of Abraham and Isaac‘s house was to
welcome guests ,this is the foundation of] Jacob‘s [love.

See also Sefer Etz Chaim 38:2, which suggests that Jacob’s
choice of Rachel stemmed from his spiritual state at the time.
28 This strongly contrasts Eliezer’s method of choosing Rebecca
as a wife for Isaac.
29 Obviously, this process is only possible because Jacob himself
went to Haran to find a wife. Eliezer cannot rely on love as
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Why is
Laban’s Deceit

Accepted?

Jacob fulfills his obligation:

And Jacob worked seven years
for Rachel, and they were as
a few days due to his love for
her. And Jacob said to Laban,
“Bring me my wife, for | have
completed my time, and let me
come to her.” (Gen. 29:20-21)

And Laban gathered the local
population, and he made a party.
And it was in the evening, he took
Leah his daughter and brought
her to [Jacob], and he came to
her. (Gen. 29:22-23)
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Jacob’s love for Rachel is evident; once he has
completed his work period he asks to marry Rachel,
as he deserves.

Until now everything has proceeded according to
Jacob’s plan. At this point though Laban interferes:

b3 137 qex
wyn ORI WK
Jw3 M e
2 b ey
K20 POK K X2

Al

Laban deceives Jacob and gives him Leah to marry
instead of Rachel. Laban’s dishonesty is not surprising.*

a criterion for choosing Rebecca, since it is Isaac (who is not
present) who is to marry her. Rather, he must rely on objective
criteria (kindness, good character, etc.).

30 Rashi notes:

SKRIY KA 12 P e sab 2 1550 oo B - “mawpn Jna S
71027 5 Tbn P o K S oxn Ko 753 TTapr” D s
Sy ax1.7maopn” 3o 1ibn 5 mnw k) ow kSS bix Txn Ko

e By kb e
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What is surprising is the fact that he succeeds in
deceiving Jacob so blatantly* How could Leah and
Rachel have kept quiet?”> How could Jacob not have
noticed the switch?”® Why does Jacob remain married

“For Rachel, your younger daughter” - why was Jacob so
specific? He knew that [Laban] was dishonest. He said, “I
shall serve you for Rachel,” and in case [Laban] might claim
[to understand this to refer tol another Rachel from the
marketplace, he said, “your daughter.” And in case Laban
said [to himself], “I shall change her name to Leah and call
[Leah] Rachel,” he said “your younger daughter.” And even
so, this was to no avail, for in the end he cheated him.
(Rashi on Gen. 29:18)

Rashi‘s commentary is based on Bereshit Rabba 70:17.

31 Laban’ssuccessful deceptionisexplained by the commentators
in a number of different ways, as we shall discuss below.

32 The Or HaChaim explains this in his commentary on verse 23:

NI K D Sya anp apyy Mo anya K5 i - 7akb nx

DK N2 KD KA KOK Y5 Y KD oM, 02T
“And he took Leah” - perhaps she did not want to deceive
Jacob and he took her against her will or persuaded her, for
otherwise it would have said, “And Leah his daughter came
to him.” (Or HaChaim on Gen. 29:23)

The Ba’alei HaTosafot interpret this differently:

TP IR 1P KW 9 13 S A B N2 oK oD apyy Tox
TYD TIKIOBN IR T KIP PN WP KIP AR e b ok o5
027 PN KTRON 5 15T K90 T PK 70 10703 TRK K27 K 73
JRMYS 2Py PR o5n
Jacob said to Leah” ,You cheater ,daughter of a cheater !I
called’ Rachel ‘and you answered me ,and now | call’ Leah’
and you answer me “IShe said to him” ,I learned this from
you - your father called’ Esau ‘and you answered him ,and
then called’ Jacob ‘and you answered him .And your father
testifies to this ;he said’ ,Your brother came in deceit'...
-There is no teacher without a student “.And from this
conversation Jacob began to despise her) .Ba’alei HaTosafot
on Gen. 29:22)

According to this interpretation, Leah cooperated with Laban’s
deception to obtain a husband.
33 This too is explained by the Or HaChaim:
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to Leah, as opposed to divorcing her? How can Leah
not only remain Jacob’s wife * but actually become the

Swona Swa 535 M paxn wm Py mewn KT 13 e KOw oy
DT XMW SFYMY WM DN K 2D 0P KA KA T LK
(3 "D PWKID) TN MY WA appn i ub o myn nbnnn
K2 T 2NN 12 MK P D DY WK DY NN 70 PN, 0K IR
Y3712 9371 X XY T3 MK TR TR 232 5o b3 min v o

DI TY M KD DSWDD N 12
Thereasonhedid notnoticewasdueto hisfearasarighteous,
spiritually upright man that he would succumb to human
weakness and give way to desire before he came close to
her, such that drops of impurity would drip from him prior
to beginning the mitzvah. And who among us is greater
than our forefather Jacob, as the Torah says, “[Reuben,]
first of my seed” (Gen. 49:3) and see our commentary there.
Therefore, he prevented himself from seeing her and came
to her quickly so as not to break the holy covenant, and
once they had completed the act he did not recognize her,
for he extinguished the candles, according to the custom
of those who love His name, until the next morning. (Or
HaChaim on Gen. 29:23; see also Hizkuni ad loc.)

In addition, Rashi quotes the Talmud and famously explains,
(tractate Megilla 13b):

00D 2Py onw 285 K [ &5 152 bax - x5 o mam apaa

DD TRy SR 8930 PRy K KD poane S ankw s b

ONDD K o

“And it was in the morning, and behold, she was Leah” - but

during the night she had not been Leah, for Jacob had given

Rachel signs, and when Rachel saw that Leah was being

led to him, she said [to herself], “Now my sister will be
shamed,” and gave [Leah] the signs. (Rashi on Gen. 29:25)

34 R.Yitzhak ben Asher suggests an answer to these questions in

his commentary on Gen. 29:25:

WIPR YT T ML TR WA KA PR KD YT v IR A e
WK K T I DPOK Y e, 5 opna x5 3on 1 b
bm kmw 1255 wen mm ow 91 7mawpa na a7 pnaa b e
W1 K55 55 5 X S o ety v S N ox 1353 0K K53

I3 A nya ey kw71 KD owH
And Rabbenu Tam asks how Leah’s marriage ceremony
was valid, since it was a mistaken marriage. [Jacob] had in
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Leah’s
Marriage:
Outwardly -
Deceit,
Inwardly -
God’s Will

mother of half of the twelve tribes, including those
destined for kingship and priesthood? How could the
house of Jacob, the foundation of the nation of Israel,
be based on a ‘mistake,” a deception?

HUMAN PROGRESSION AND DIVINE PROGRESSION

Our analysis leads us to conclude that there were
two processes taking place simultaneously:

The natural human progression: Jacob flees Esau,
arrives at Laban’s house and falls in love with Rachel;
Laban deceives Jacob and causes him to marry Leah;
Jacob marries Rachel, his beloved, as well.

The Divine progression: Jacob travels to Haran to
marry one of Laban’s daughters; he meets Rachel at
the well and knows that she is destined for him, and
that he was sent to Haran to marry her.

Jacob asks to marry Rachel for ordinary human
reasons, but Divine Providence directs him to marry
Leah as well. Laban’s treachery does not cause Jacob
to marry Leah; God’s will does. Laban’s ploy was only
a means to allow the marriage intended by God to

mind to marry another - Rachel - and Laban gave him Leah
instead of Rachel. And Rabbi Elyakim answered, “Jacob had
feared Laban’s dishonesty, as he said, ‘Rachel, your younger
daughter,” as | explained there, and he feared that Laban
would exchange her for Leah. And he said to himself, ‘If it
is Rachel, then my intent will be to marry Rachel, and if he
exchanges her for Leah, my intent will be to marry Leah,’ so
that his relations with her would not be in a promiscuous
manner.” (R. Yitzhak ben Asher on Gen. 29:25)
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Vision and

Reality

Jacob - Coping
with His

Circumstances

take place”

The nature of Jacob’s character in this story is that
of someone living a fully human existence, dealing
independently with all of the complications and
difficulties of human life. At the same time, Jacob is
not without vision: he received Isaac’s blessing - the
blessing of Abraham; God reveals Himself to Jacobat
the beginning of his journey and blesses him once
again with this vital blessing. This vision accompanies
Jacob throughout his journey from the Land of Israel,
as he contends with the complexity of reality.

Jacob’s life story is filled with difficult situations:
he is forced into conflict with Esau to receive
his father’s blessing; he leaves the Land of Israel

35 According to the midrash, and as explained by the Sefat Emet
and R. Kook, both Jacob and Esau were meant to receive
blessings and work in cooperation. Jacob was to concentrate
on improving the world on a spiritual level, while Esau was to
do the same on a physical level. Leah, who was intended for
Esau, was supposed to help him with this external task, while
Rachel would help Jacob with his internal task. However, since
Jacob acquired Esau’s portion (the birthright) and became
responsible for the physical improvement of the world, he
married Leah as well:

PHr Kb ot ey S b nnph fat obwi 1oy wax apy na o
B manxn a5 3ab e xS o anste kb nx p o
NOW) ..My S 9D TR AN KD wnn oK TR T K0T 03
(KD KW YD PIYR” 77T 00 K, ok
For our forefather Jacob merited Esau’s portion..and when
he received this portion, he merited to take Leah as a wife,
for she was destined to enlighten [the world] in this manner.
Thus Rachel was his beloved, for she was truly intended for
him, and Leah was intended for Esau’s portion... (SefatEmet,
Vayetze 5647, s.v. “Belnyan HaMa’aseh MiNisu’ei Leah”)

See also Gilad Messing, Ve’At Alit Al Kulana,ch. 4.

Divine
Revelation
in Jacob’s
Life

and is confronted with Laban’s dishonesty, finally
fleeing Laban out of fear; he has a tryingfamily life,
including four wives, two of whom are sisters with a
complicated relationship; his daughter Dina is raped
and afterward there is real concern that the local
population will start a war against him; the relations
between his sons are strained - to the point where
Joseph’s brothers sell him as a slave.

However, this is not the only way to evaluate Jacob’s
life. God reveals Himself to Jacob at every crucial
moment, granting him a sense of purpose and
vision.

Jacob’s complexity is evident at every stage in his
life. Many of his actions hold a double meaning - they
are part of a natural human process, while at the
same time they are stages in a Divine progression:

A. His journey to Haran is not only to escape Esau,
but also to find a wife, and he is accompanied by
God’s blessing.

B. His return to Israel is not only due to fear of Laban.
It is accompanied by God’s revelation to him.®

C. His arrival in Beit El is not only because of his fear
that the people of Shekhem will kill him. God also
commands him to return to Beit EL.”

D. Jacob’s journey to Egypt is not only to see Joseph

36 See Gen. 31:1-3; 32:1-2, 24-29.
37 See Gen. 34:30; 35:1.
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- God’s words accompany him and give the journey
additional significance.®®

At the end of his life, Jacob himself attests to the
difficulty of his life to Pharaoh, king of Egypt:

And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The 5% ap» ~mxh
years of my pilgrimage are one >:n w9
hundred and thirty years, few and ' nxm owhy
evil were the days of the years of 71 own vwyn
my life, and they did notapproach &% »n W o
the days of the years of my fathers o nx wwi
during their pilgrimage.” (Gen. 2 °max »n
47:9) oD

Rashi explains:
“They did not approach” - in - "wwa KO
goodness. (Rashi on Gen. 47:9)% F2w1

Jacob’s comparison between his life and those
of his forefathers is not only in quantity, but also

38 See Gen. 46:2-4.
39 Ramban explains:

Y3 BY AR AP0, IO PR M AW APIRAK 3 oD K
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It seems to me that our forefather Jacob’s hair had turned
white and he looked very old, and Pharaoh wondered at his
age, for most of the people of his time did not live for so
long, for their lives had already been shortened; so he asked
him, “What is your age, for | have not seen one as old as
you in all of my kingdom.” So Jacob answered him that his
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Jacob and

Israel

Jacob
as the
Beginning
of the
Nation of

Israel

in quality: Jacob, in contrast to Abraham and Isaac,
endured many difficult events throughout his life
and dealt with the harsh reality of this world. The
difference between lIsaac’s marriage and Jacob’s
reflects the fundamental difference between their
lives as a whole.

Jacob, as opposed to Isaac, does not live only in the
Land of Israel - he does not constantly remain on a
higher spiritual level. He goes into exile, encountering
the worst, most complex aspects of reality and coping
with them independently. This aspect of his life is
reflected in the name “Jacob”. However, within himself,
Jacob is always accompanied by a great vision - and
for this reason he is named “Israel”.*° Jacob continues
to be called by both names since the essence of both
continue to exist within him, accompanying him
throughout his journey:.

Jacob’s experiences hint to the complex nature
of the nation of Israel, the Jewish people - Jacob’s
descendants. As Jacob is also called “Israel,” so too the
Jewish people, his descendants, are called “Jacob”.*

age was one hundred and thirty years, and that [Pharaoh]
should not wonder at this, for [his years] are few compared
to the years lived by his forefathers, but as they were evil
lyears], filled with toil and anguish, his hair had turned
white and he looked very old. (Ramban on Gen. 47:9)

See also Rashbam ad loc.

40 For further discussion on the relationship between the
two names, see Eliezer Hadad, “VeHaya Ha’Akov LeMishor -
MiYa’akov LeYisrael” Megadim 38 pp. 9-15.

41 Is. 10:20; 27:6; 29:22; 40:27; Jer. 2:4; 10:25; 31:10; Ez. 39:25 and
many others.



This man must deal with all facets of reality - even
the most difficult and problematic ones - while being
accompanied by a great vision. This is the essence of
the nation of Israel, the children of Jacob.
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