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wrown P What is a “Covenant”? (144 MW)
] Archaeology and Avodat Hashem

Rabbl Dr. Joshua Berman — Bar-Ilan University
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El-Amarna letter 138:71-73 — From the King of Byblos to the King of Egypt
““Behold the city! Half of it loves the sons of ‘Abd-Asir-ta [who fostered the
rebellion] half of it (loves) my lord.”
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Treaty between Muwattalli I of Hatti and Talmi-Sharrumma of Aleppo §2

My father... made a treaty tablet for Talmi-Sharrumma, King of Aleppo, but the
tablet has been stolen. I, the Great King, have written another tablet ffor him], have
sealed it with my seal, and have given it to him.
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Treaty between Tudhaliya Il of Hatti and Sunashshura of Kizzuwatna §9
Sunashshura must come before his majesty and look upon the face of his majesty. As
soon as he comes before his majesty, the noblemen of his majesty [will rise] from
their seats. No one will remain scated above him .
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Treaty between Muwattalli I of Hatti and Alaksandu of Wilusa §16
“Furthermore, this tablet which [ have made for you, Alaksandu, shall be read out
before you three times yearly, and you, Alaksandu, shall know it.”
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Today’s shiur is derived from J. Berman, Created Equal: How the Bible Broke
with Ancient Political Thought (Oxford University Press, 2008)
www.createdequalthebook.com



