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Mizmor 137

1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, )

and also wept when we remembered Zion.
2 On willows in its midst we hung our
lyres.
3 For there our captors asked us for words
of song and our tormentors [asked of us]
mirth, "Sing for us of the song of Zion".
4 How shall we sing the song of the Lord
on foreign soil? _
—
51f | forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand forget its cunning/lose its power.
6 May my tongue cleave to my palate, if |
do not remember you, if | do not set
Jerusalem above my foremost joy.

J\

7 Remember, Lord, for the sons of Edom,
the day of Jerusalem, who said, "Raze it,
raze it, down to its very foundation!"

8 Thieving daughter of Babylon,
happy/praiseworthy is he who repays you
back for what you did to us.

9 Happy/Praiseworthy is he who will take
and dash your infants against the rock.

Exile of the Jews
from Zion and their
>_ suffering in Babylon
(past)

Pledge of
allegiance to

Jerusalem
(present)

The Lord will judge
the wicked nations
(future)
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SANHERIB NINVEH PAINTING OF JEWS IN EXILE

Jewish prisoners being brought before King Sanherib of Assyria (British Museum)
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https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/tools/image-gallery/n/nineveh-relief-prisoners
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/tools/image-gallery/n/nineveh-relief-prisoners
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Jerusalem m 3

ISRAEL
® Feynan
| M Petra |
Edom gl JORDAN
® Timna
EGYPT 50 miles
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7 Remember, Lord, for the sons of Edom, the day of Jerusalem,
who said, "Raze it, raze it, down to its very foundation!*“ 8
Thieving daughter of Babylon, happy/praiseworthy is he who
repays you back for what you did to us. 9 Happy/Praiseworthy is
he who will take and dash your infants against the rock.
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BIBLICAL

COMMENTARY

Volume 21

PSALMS 101-50, revised

LESLIE C.
Commentary on Ps 137 — LESLIEC. ALLEN

as ('x;'wru-xu"('rl its invasion and

The citizen of a European country who h
ysitor of sucha p.\:lm.

) or avictim of the Holocaustwould be the best exps .
line is the fruit of powerless sutiering ig
It is difficult to

destruction

The passion that throbs in every ‘ .
- . 1 il .. nmieisnaal framework of the psalmist.

.Isitignoble?

Such texts as these in Old and New Testaments are given to readers j; |
of disorientation, not to those basking in the seasons of orientation “:. :xw_”..
tion. P. D. James in her mystery Original Sin ( [New York: Knopf, 1995] a;g?f‘:na-
character say to her Jewish colleague: | 232) has a

h Ty

“If 1 h_ad a God, I'd like him to be intelligent, cheerful and amusing.”
~ Hesaid, "l doubt whether you'd find him much of a comfort when they herded you
into the gas chambers. You might prefer a God of vengeance.” .

GIDEON HAUSNER

HANNAH
ARENDT

EICHMANN
IN

JERUSALEM
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 Narrative of Hallel HaGadol — 137 — David collection V

(138-145) — Final Hallel (145-150)
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Syllabus for English 929

5 mizmorimfweesk #of Syllabus of 30 lectures (zoom, life, saveonwww. tehillim.org. i)
acc/tplan of 929 lecture
5 1 Contextual Interpretation of Tehilim; Prologue (1-2)
10 2 Thestructure of Book | (1-41); Unit 1{3-14) and B as its center
15 3  Cyclell (Tehiim 15-24) and 19 as its center
20 4  Tehilim 18 and Shmuel Il 22
25 5  Cyclelll (Tehilim 25-34)
30 &  CycleV(Tehilim 35-41)
=y 35 7 Tehilim 40 and its intertextualily
Q , q a0 £  Structure & Story of Book 11111
(( - o ad )) 45 &  Tehilm42-43 4
PoRicaSL 50 10  Overview Tehilim 51-72
55 11  Tehilm51
60 12 Tehilm72
65 13  Asaf collection (50, 73-83)
70 14  2nd BneiKorach collection (84-88 Tehilm 73
75 15  Structure & Story of Book IV
- 50 16 TEh_”_m -0 The Book of Psalms
~ m g5 17 Tehilm92 ,
e\ NN 30 18 Tehilm 95-100 lnte']r_'preﬁtlon &
85 189 Tehilim 102 eacnings
Psal ms 1_150 100 20  Tehilm 105-107 - transition from Book V-V
105 21 Structure & Story of Book WV - Tehilim 107 [
110 22 Tehilm 111-112, comparisonto Tehilim 1+ 119 30 CC(Iures
115 23 Egyptian Hallel (113-118) and the Great Halkel (135-136) 5
120 24 Tehilm 119 - siructure and context On[lne
125 25  Tehilim 120-134 shirei hamagkot structure & story T :
130 26 Hallel haGadol {135-136) - comparisonwith 113-118 WWW'tehIIIIm'Org'II
135 27 Tehilm 137 and the last Psalter of David (138-145)
140 2B Tehilim 145
145 289  Pesuke deimra (145-150)
150 30 Summary - Tehilim asarelgiousjourney



